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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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CHAPTER THREE:

CoNTEMPLATING THE Karmic ConbprTions OF BeINGs
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What is more, the views of an ordinary person are often wrong.
Ordinary people cannot fathom the realms of sages. Bodhisattvas of
the First Ground, for example, do not know the states of those of the
Second Ground, and so on up the line. Bodhisattvas on the Tenth
Ground do not know the states of the Bodhisattvas on the Ground of
Equal Enlightenment. Arhats of the First Fruition do not know the
states of Second Fruition Arhats. Before you acquire true wisdom,
you may not say harmful things about the fourfold assembly, which
is one form of slandering the Three Jewels. Even though people may
very clearly be in the wrong, you should not speak of it. Just do things
correctly yourself, rather than acting like a camera that goes about
photographing faults and never examining itself.

At this point some stories come to mind. During the reign of
Emperor Wu of the Liang Dynasty, there was a Chan Master named
Zhigong who ate two pigeons every day. The cook assumed that the
birds must be delicious, and one day tasted a wing on the sly. Then he
brought the remainder of the dish to Chan Master Zhigong. After he
finished eating, Chan Master Zhigong called for the cook.

“Why did you steal some of my pigeon to eat?”

“I didn’t,” answered the cook.

“Oh? Then what about this?” said Chan Master Zhigong. He
opened his mouth and two live pigeons emerged. One of the birds
flew off, but the other had a wing missing.

“If you didn’t, where’s the wing of this bird?” asked the Chan
Master.
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In both cases the men ate pigeon. Chan Master Zhigong
swallowed the minced and cooked pigeon, then spat it out alive.
The cook, on the other hand, did not have such skill; he could
only eat the meat but not spit it out alive. Chan Master Zhigong’s
state was one of “eating without really eating.”

Then there was Chan Master Jigong, who stayed at Lingyin
Monastery at West Lake, Hangzhou. What was special about
this monk? He ate dog meat and drank wine all day long. He was
invariably inebriated, and everyone said, “There goes another
drunken monk.” In his drunkenness, however, Jigong taught
and transformed living beings.

Once a Buddha image was not yet gilded with gold, so he
told the abbot, “I will gild this Buddha image. You need not ask
anyone else to do it.”

The abbot of the temple agreed and then waited. After some
time the image was still not gilded, so the abbot said to him,
“You said you would gild this image, but after all this time it is
still not done.”

The Chan Master said, “Alright, I'll take care of it.” That
evening he got drunk as usual. When everyone was asleep
though, he went to the Buddha image and began to spew forth
pure gold. When he had nearly covered the entire statue except
for a spot on the Buddha’s crown, the abbot came in. Hearing
Chan Master Jigong spitting, he exclaimed, “How could you
spit at the Buddha image?”

Chan Master Jigong said, “Fine, I won’t spit anymore,” and
left.

The next morning the abbot inspected the image. He found
that it was covered with gold except for a small spot on the crown
of the head. Although a master goldsmith completed the work,
his ordinary gold could not match that supplied by Chan Master
Jigong. The state of an Arhat is inconceivable.

We who are Buddhist disciples should not speak of the faults
of the fourfold assembly. It is not so serious if you criticize
ordinary people, but should you criticize a sage, you would be
committing a serious offense that would cause you to fall into
the hells.

People slander the Three Jewels because they do not have
faith. Another cause is mixing with bad company—people who
do not understand and therefore slander the Buddhadharma.

s0To be continued
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