=

/|
DHa

B HENR 02025 TS D
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas Celebrates
2023 Honoring Elders Day
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Four elders, including Glenn McGourty, the chair of the Mendocino County Board (the second from the left )of Supervisors, were invited
to retrieve four calligraphic scrolls from the lion’s mouth, bearing the words “Blessings, Prosperity, Longevity, and Health” which were the
best wishes for elders.

BRI UE " HCEET 0 122023 The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) held its 31+
FI10H 21 HE AT - AT AT ~ ¢ “Honoring Elders Day” on October 21, 2023. The event was
YRR ~ B~ AR ER €95 attended by approximately three hundred local people from cities
300f7 F=EAIZK - A0 EE MBI RELET  such as Ukiah, Cloverdale, Willits and Anderson Valley, as well

C GEPAAEASI - IEEE KR as CTTB residents, bringing the total number of participants to
FEpnE Lt BEEIEETHE > = over five hundred. Attendees enjoyed performances and delicious
TZEREER - vegetarian food while celebrating this festival dedicated to our

R BRI LA AT S5 MBI A elders.

1990 - FiRlETE " HcEeEn ) Bl T In the early 1990s, the founder of the City of Ten Thousand
WE L FBFEDAHERKRAIBRREE T > 81 Buddhas, the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, established both
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“Honoring Elders Day” and “Cherishing Youth Day” to be held in the
fall and spring, respectively. These festivals aim to remind people to
respect the right to life of all sentient beings.

“Honoring Elders Day” is organized each year by the schools at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas both the boys’” and girls’ divisions
of Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing Virtue
Secondary School participate. This provides an excellent opportunity
for students to develop their organizational and planning skills. The
event continued even during COVID-19 when it was first held online,
the next year for residents only, and last year (2022) held outdoors.
This year, Honoring Elders Day is indoors once again.

The adorable performances by the youngest students who sang,
“I'd like to build the world a home,” brought smiles to the faces of the
seniors in attendance. Choirs, dances, traditional Chinese orchestra
performances, poetry recitations, a play called “Longevity,” as well as
various other musical performances took the stage one after another.
The girls’ division of Developing Virtue Secondary School presented
an elegant dance “Longevity Cranes and Fairies” by the Chinese
dance club while the boys’ division performed captivating lion and
dragon dances which were very impressive. Some of the attendees
even recorded the performances on their phones.

Four elders, including Glenn McGourty, the chair of the
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors, were invited to retrieve
four calligraphic scrolls from the lion’s mouth, bearing the words
“Blessings, Prosperity, Longevity, and Health” which were the best
wishes for elders. During his speech, McGourty said, “The City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas is a spiritual and cultural gem in our first
District and all of Mendocino County. We are blessed by all of you
who are here.”

“May you always know the truth and see the light surrounding
you...” A resident of Autumn Leaves, Jonathan Davis, age 78, sang
“Forever Young” by Bob Dylan in acapella style for all the elders.
Another special guest was Susan Sher, Ukiah City Council member.
Another distinguished elder was the octogenarian Phil Hirsh, who
had been in charge of CTTB’s sound system for many years.

Throughout the program, students served healthy and delicious
vegetarian meals, bringing joy and happiness to the elderly participants.
The grand finale performance, “Twenty-four Seasons Drumming,”
featured three drummers leaping onto the drums, releasing colorful
confetti that showered over the drummers. At the end of the
performance, all the guests clapped in rhythm with the drum beats,

creating the most enthusiastic applause and elevating the atmosphere
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to its peak. The elderly attendees left with joyful hearts,
making plans to come again next year.

One of the guests attending the Honoring Elders Day,
Sue Mitchell, said she believed every country should
promote respect for the elders. When she was young, her
Italian mother told her to be kind to her grandparents
because “they will die soon.” Now that Sue has reached
the age her grandparents were at the time, she feels that
seniors should not be considered a vulnerable population.
The life experiences and wisdom of our elders are valuable
and worth sharing with younger generations.

At one of the early Honoring Elder’s Day celebrations,
the Venerable Master Hua assigned a significant and
challenging task to all the elders: to work toward
eliminating the lack of peace in the world. He suggested
that, initially, seniors should encourage their families
and others they encounter to find inner peace, promote
harmony in communities, and ultimately strive towards
peace in all nations and worldwide. In this manner,

seniors can contribute to world peace. #
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or submissions for review to vbs@drba.org
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ELZEMNIE  In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108

Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

GRHIE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055  Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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