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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translation by Yong Wei Kwong and Liew Yen Chong

Chapter 6: As for Yong

(5) The Master said, “As for Hui, he could avoid deviating
from benevolence for three months. The others could do so

only for once a day or once a month!”

Venerable Master Hua’s Commentary:
(Continued from issue#637)

They are the same thing. When we mention ‘energy’,
ordinary people find it easy to understand, but when we call it
‘nature’, they find it hard to grasp. In fact, this ‘energy’ is just our
‘nature’. The difference is that ‘energy’ is a quantifiable noun,
whereas ‘nature’ does not even have a name. The word ‘nature’
is just a symbolic term. Actually, it has no form or appearance,
no mark of speech, and no mark of written words. As it is said,
“Originally theres not one thing: Where could dust alight?” What
is there? Nothing at all!

This passage says Yan Yuan could avoid deviating from
benevolence for three months. Here, ‘= H’ (san yu¢), literally
‘three months’, does not mean that he was able to be benevolent
only for three months in a year, or once every three months. It
means that he could continue being benevolent for an extended
period without interruption. During such a long period of

time, he kept the principles of humanity in mind and did not



&= > AEREE > A EER =
o SPEEEC > ERE TS, &
M&— ZHAfthaEiEts - HEE =
H > BEE=H  SilEinsdE
EbRRHEEM T, k-

EFEEHE ? R " —E&
—RLER > fEREE - AAHEE > (1]
AR, o EEE AR B
T A - AEIRFIRAEE %
A IZFSEEEHY - BEFSAF4FHY 5 58
TSR > WD SR RRRTE
AN AREREN - BlERALC
T RBEANET  RAANKT 5 PT
DAAFEHS L T5 4P S fe e~ JiE B
& EHERLAEAN - BT T =H
AT o BURREPPAFRERY 0 BB
TR - ALEREIARRRE - &
A RPNITE 2 AN T
HEYERRT - Bl T BRE
a1 -

MLgg - HIHHZEBMER) - &
BRIGEL(E A RE— KA — R > 5
EFEHE K HE KA
M - 2PN ERS KRR
0y i — et A EEEC E - 2
A BEERERE IS
H o AE—RKAE P #E R EE(
B iRt~ EE T !

AN THEERER L 0 R
EEREEFEMECE? 5 ES
S N~ B N R = B VAR N =
Mo~ A=l S T, -
REREER T > BEC ¢ IRAREE
B B R o IR AL — 1]
RIIR KA % REVIFEAE T A5
A&~ AR AER - AEF A
=l BE? RAE-EERT > K
REERNBEAEATEE | IRARK
BT IRACEF LA T =R
TREFER |

W

SO F4E

act contrary to or deviate from them. He maintained a humane
attitude throughout, essentially merging with ‘benevolence’ into
one. He was able to do this for three months and then continue
for further three-month periods indefinitely. In other words, he
remained benevolent from beginning to end.

How could this be proven? From the fact that he “aze from a
bamboo bowl, drank from a gourd dipper, and lived in a humble
alley. Others would not have tolerated such miserable conditions,
but Hui’s happiness was unchanged.” Anyone who saw his living
conditions was worried for him, but Master Yan remained as
happy as ever. Unlike him, we modern-day people eat well and
sleep well, but we still cry and yell and kick up a row, blaming
everyone and everything. This shows that we lack benevolence and
have lost touch with our humanity. For this reason, we are stuck in
our jealousies, obstructions, ignorance, and afflictions, becoming
unfeeling and unreasonable. Master Yan could avoid deviating
from benevolence for three months, which means he was able
to remain calm and composed at all times, and do things as if not
doing them. This is a transcendent attitude, a state which is ‘so
vast that nothing is beyond it, yet so minute that nothing is within
if. It is to be of one substance with the myriad things. Therefore,
‘benevolence’ manifests in this way.

The others could do so only for once a day or once a month!
As for the rest of Confucius’ students, they might be benevolent
once a day or once a month, or merely a few seconds in a day.
Furthermore, some were like Guo Zhai who confessed today that
he could not be benevolent even for a second. Such people do exist
— even one second is impossible. Therefore, if you could remain
in a benevolent state of mind for one second in an entire day, that
is already not bad!

Someone asks, “To cut a long story short, what exactly does
it take to dwell in the state of benevolence?” It is just by not
contending, not being greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not
wanting personal gain, and not lying. That is ‘benevolence’. If you
are able to conduct yourself in this way, then you are a benevolent
person; otherwise, you are not. All of you, think about it: Everyday,
how much time do you spend on ‘not contending, not being
greedy, not seeking, not being selfish, not wanting personal gain,
and not lying’? If you practice this daily, that means you are living
in Mother Nature day in and day out. If not, then you are just

being busy over nothing! 50 To be continued
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