coE BlLEASBE (5B88)

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG
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Crossing Hong Kong

on the Ship of Compassion

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)
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A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

46. Tze Hing (Cixing) Chan Monastery (IV)

[ Postscript ]

In order to successfully complete the construction of Tze Hing
Monastery, the Venerable Master vowed to burn a finger as an offering
to the Buddha. The Venerable Master invited a Dharma master to tie the
finger in preparation for the burning of his finger as an offering to the
Buddha. When the disciples heard about the news, they rushed, panic-
stricken to the temple. The disciples said to Venerable Master, “Master,
if you burn your finger, it will injure your body, then how can the
project be completed?” They knelt down and begged Venerable Master
not to burn his finger. At that time, Venerable Master tearfully asked
the Dharma teacher to untie the cloth that was wrapped around the
finger. He then wrote two huge Chinese characters that read: “Already
dead!”—
to walk from Tai-O Pier to Tze Hing Monastery. The Venerable Master

St J”— on the ceiling. It usually took two to three hours

bowed once every three steps to Tze Hing Monastery with the hope that
the construction of Tze Hing Monastery would be completed soon.
During World War II, the Hong Kong guerrillas made Kwok Chin
Chan Temple as their military base, and during the battle between the
Japanese army and the guerrillas, many people were killed there. The
Japanese also made use of the temple as a place to interrogate spies, and
had cruelly tortured and killed many people. There was no one to clean
up after the war, hence there were many skeletons on this abandoned
land. The Venerable Master had spent a lot of time praying for, and
rescuing those victims who had died in the battles. When the Venerable
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The Venerable Master Hua (the middle),
Dharma Master Heng Yi (the left.)

Master was in Tze Hing Monastery, he often faced one direction to
recite mantras. When he did not utter a word, we knew he was liberating
those victims. Tze Hing Monastery was famous as being haunted by a
lot of ghosts, and even while cooking, the fire would go out for no
apparent reason. Interestingly, Venerable Master told Dharma Master
Heng Yi, who was still a lay person then: “When the ghosts see you,
they will be frightened away.”

Dharma Master Heng Yi said to Venerable Master, “Master, you
want to build a temple at Lantau Island? That place is so high; there is
no water, no sand, no stones, how are you going to do that?” But all
these difficulties did not deter Venerable Master. If there was no sand,
he could go to the valleys and rivers to dig, and pan it: just like mining
for gold. Thus every grain of sand was very precious. If there were no
stones, there were a lot up in the mountain. First, he dug out the large
stones, and because he did not know how to cut the stones, he asked
the workers to cut them into a rectangular shape. Each stone had an
average weight of sixty to eighty catty. Cutting a stone costs twenty five
cents (Hong Kong Dollar); and we had to carry the stones ourselves.
So we carried the cut stones on our shoulders, crossing over mountains,
passing over two hills, and walking a long distance to reach Tze Hing
Monastery. Hence, we could see the difficulties and hardships of the
construction of Tze Hing Monastery. Though there were sand and
stone, we still needed cement. A bag of cement costs twenty-five cents,
and if workers were hired to carry it, the bag would cost an extra
sixty cents. Therefore, in order to save money, we carried the cement
ourselves, and each trip going along the mountain path took about

three to four hours. 50 To be continued
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