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The Venerable Elder Bao Zhi
of the Liang Dynasty

FAb £ AR 1985F
PbE AR FF ~ RBREEM SESESRT

A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua in 1985
English Translation Revised by Dharma Master Heng Chih

and the Early Bird Translation Group
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Editor’s Note: The content published in issues 588 to 590 (May to July 2019) of this magazine, titled “Reflections in the
Water Mirror: National Master Bao Zhi,” is based on a lecture of Venerable Master Hua in 1988. The contentin this issue,

“The Venerable Elder Bao Zhi of the Liang Dynasty,” is based on a lecture given by Venerable Master in 1985.
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In Jinling, a woman, whose surname was Zhu, heard the cries
of an infant coming from an eagle’s nest. She found a small child
there, took him home, and raised him. At the age of seven, he joined
the monastic order. Later, he often traveled the long distance back
and forth between Mount Wan and Jianshui. The Venerable One
was popularly known as “Noble Zhi.” His countenance was full
and glowing; his hands and feet resembled eagle claws.

Once, he ate a herring and afterwards spat the fish meat back
into the water where it became a living fish again. Emperor Wu
instructed Zhang Sengyou to paint the Master’s portrait. The
Venerable One tore at his face with his fingernails and from the
gashes the twelve faces of Guanyin Bodhisattva all emerged at
once. So magnificent and exquisite were these faces that it was
impossible to paint them.

In the thirteenth year of the Tianjian period (514), the Master
visited Emperor Wu in order to bid his final farewell. Greatly
alarmed, the emperor asked, “How long will I live?” The Master
simply pointed to the front of his throat at his larynx, pointed to
the back of his neck, and then left without saying anything.
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'Zhi meaning “aspiration”

Upon returning to his temple on the mountain, he lit a single
candle and gave it to the imperial secretary, Wu Qing. Qing brought
the news to the emperor, who lamented, “He will no longer dwell
in the world, and will soon request that I arrange for his funeral,
won't he?” After the Noble Zhi passed away, the emperor ordered
the construction of a five-story stupa. On the day of his burial, the
Master was seen standing among the clouds.

Most people refer to the Venerable Elder Bao Zhi as “The Noble
Zhi!
lived in Nanjing. He was probably the ancestor of the Ming Emperor

He was a Venerable Elder whose family name was Zhu and

Hongwu of Zhu. However, at that time, the Zhu family did not have
any emperors.

Anyway, in Jinling, a woman, whose surname was Zhu, heard
the cries of an infant coming from an eagle’s nest. She found a small
child there, took him home, and raised him. There was this woman
who heard the cries of a child coming from an eagle’s nest perched on
a tree. She figured out a way to climb into the eagle’s nest and retrieved
the child. This child was born from an eagle’s egg. The eagle laid an
egg from which a child, rather than an eagle, emerged. How do we
prove that the child was hatched from an eagle’s egg? Just look at his
fingernails and toenails: they resembled an eagle’s talons. He probably
knew Eagle-Claw Gung Fu, as his fingers were very tough like those of
a person who practices this type of martial arts.

At the age of seven, he joined the monastic order. Upon turning
seven years old he left the home-life and became a member of the
Sangha. Later, he often traveled the long distance back and forth
between Mount Wan and Jianshui. Although he was not able to
fly, he could travel long distances on foot. He traveled back and forth
between Mount Wan and Jianshui. Mount Wan is probably located in
Jiangbei, Anhui province, which is north of the Yangtze River. Jianshui
is in the province of Sichuan, where two of the Three Gorges are located.
Jianshui is close to the provinces of Hunan, Hubei, Anhui, and not too
far from Nanjing either. The Venerable One was popularly known as
“The Noble Zhi.” He was commonly known as the Noble Zhi, because
ordinary people only knew him by that name; they did not know him
by his formal name: Dhyana Master Bao Zhi.

His countenance was full and glowing. His face was square-shaped
and shone like a mirror, as if it was reflecting the people standing in
front of him. When you stood in front of him, you would see yourself

reflected in his face. 50 To be continued
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