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The Sutra for the Discernment of the

Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma with Commentary

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971

English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

Now we are almost done renovating this Way place but we have
encountered some demonic obstacles. There are some kids who
bang on and open the main door every night. Why would this be
happening? It is just because there are a lot of kids inside here.

Some might be thinking: “I know, someone has a kid, so-and-
so also has a kid.” Not these small kids, I am referring to the big
kids. These big kids are mischievous day and night, that is why
they have attracted the kids from the outside. If there is none
inside, then the ones outside would not have come. Now we have
to push out these demonic obstacles. The big kids should not be
joking around day and night, they should be tasked with some
serious matters.

Those who come for the lecture from outside should arrive 20,
30 minutes or even 1 hour before the lecture starts. After everyone
has arrived, we will lock the door. This way, the kids will not be
able to open and close the doors and make a lot of noise. After
some time has passed, they will have forgotten about it and there
will be no more such demonic obstacles. Now everyone should
know these situations happen because we have yet to establish
our foundation. That is why we need to engage a little samadhi
to subdue the demons. The big kids inside should not be fooling
around, then the kids from the outside would not come. This is
how I see this situation.

There is another thing, I think there are a lot of sesame seeds
in our Way place but they have all been mixed into the sand and
disappeared. So we should all be extra careful and not trash the
sesame seeds into the garbage.

From the moment I was born until my death, I must believe
in the Buddha. I must be of service to Buddhism and I must be
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a Dharma protector to Buddhism, a true Dharma protector. Do
not take it casually. Dont end up being this today and changing
your mind tomorrow. That is not allowed. When you change your
mind, then you basically do not have faith that is solid.

Sitra:

Subsequently, one should make a vow to persuade, vowing
that all Bodhisattvas and those who have yet to attain proper
enlightenment of the ten directions quickly attain proper
enlightenment. To those who have already attained proper
enlightenment, persuade them to stay in the world forever to

turn the proper Dharma wheel and not enter nirvana.

Commentary:

Subsequently, one should make a vow to persuade. The
previous section was the fifth section, now we are explaining
the sixth section. This is to make a vow to persuade. What is the
function of this section? It is because all Buddhas needed to be
persuaded to stay in the world forever and not enter nirvana.
Since the Buddhas are compassionate, they will delay entering
into nirvana a little longer. It is entirely different for the demon
kings. Demon kings do not want people to cultivate, they wish
that all people do not become Buddhas. If people becomes
Buddhas, the demon kings wish for them to enter nirvana quickly
and not stay to turn the Dharma wheel. This is the principle of
the demon kings. Demon kings wish that all Buddhas enter into
nirvana quickly.

Now those of us here who are learning about this method of
discerning wholesome and unwholesome dharmas, should make
this kind of persuading vows. That is why it says one should
subsequently make a vow to persuade. To persuade is to make a
plea. To plead, one must bring forth utmost sincerity from within.

Vowing that all Bodhisattvas and those who have yet to
attain proper enlightenment of the ten directions quickly
attain proper enlightenment. The Bodhisattvas of the ten
directions have yet to become Buddhas. We vow that they will
become Buddhas quickly. The ten directions mentioned here
not only consist of east, west, south, or north. The ten directions
are east, west, south and north, including the four corners of
southeast, southwest, northeast and northwest which makes eight

directions. Adding above and below, that makes the ten directions.

50 To be continued
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