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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Many people who came to America for gold died at sea. But
communication was not as advanced in those days, and news didn’t
travel far. Even though a lot of people died, no one knew about them.
One or two hundred years ago, they had only small ships, nothing
like the big ones we have today. Some of these Chinese people found
gold, but most did not. Everyone knows about those who found gold,
but no one knows about all those people who died at sea. There are no
records because of the difficulties in communication. Many also went
to Australia, the “New Gold Mountain,” for gold.

Besides gold, there are also many people searching for silver
everywhere. Their number is as many as those searching for gold.
People also seek silver because, while gold is first, silver is next in value.

Next is vaidarya (lapis lazuli). The Chinese call vaidarya the “blue
gem.” Tridacna, a giant clam shell, has lines running through it that
look like cart tracks. These tracks look like bright beams that appear to
be indentations in the shell, but its surface is actually very smooth. It’s
one of the seven treasures.

Carnelian, a gemstone, is called “horse’s brain” because there are
red, thread-like lines that resemble blood vessels running through its
white surface.

In ancient China, those who smoked pipes and were rich had their
cigarette holders made from carnelian, jade, or emerald. They were
very expensive. They ate until they were full and then, having nothing
to do, competed with one another at smoking with extravagant pipes
to show off their riches. This kind of thing is really pointless! What use
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is there in this?

Coral formations in the ocean look like trees.
Some of them can be up to three feet tall. I saw
one that was a foot tall. What is coral made of?
Coral is made up of tiny invertebrates called
polyps that live in the ocean. These creatures go
through metamorphosis and become fixed in
place; they permanently attach themselves to the
ocean floor, essentially taking root like a plant
and forming a treelike structure of a jade-like
substance. Coral clusters are very expensive.

In China, a man called Shi Chong once
competed with a relative of the emperor to show
off his wealth. The emperor had given his relative
the valuable gift of a coral cluster, probably
about two feet tall. One night this person invited
Shi Chong to dinner and showed him his coral
cluster. “Look at my expensive coral cluster,” he
said. Shi Chong picked it up and threw it on
the ground, smashing it to pieces. The man was
very upset. “That coral cluster was given to me
by the emperor. Why did you break it? Now it’s
worthless.”

“Don’t worry about it,” said Shi Chong, “I’ll
replace it. Come over to my house tomorrow and
you can pick a coral cluster from my collection.”

When the emperor’s relative went to Shi
Chong’s house the next day, he saw that the
living room was filled with lovely coral clusters,
all over three feet tall. The man realized that,
even though he was the emperor’s relative, he
was nowhere near as wealthy as Shi Chong. He
took a coral cluster and left.

Shi Chong, however, died in a struggle with
someone by a mob for his money later in his life.
It is said: People die in pursuit of wealth, / As
birds die in search of food.

What costs people their lives? Their pursuit
of money. What causes birds to lose their
lives? Their search for food. This concludes the

explanation of coral.

s> To be continued
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