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2023 Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
Birthday at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Written and Translated by Chao Shan
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) celebrated
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s birthday on September 10, 2023. A
seven-day Earth Store session started the same day and went
until September 16. This was the first Earth Store session since
CTTB fully reopened on May 27 this year. The first and middle
volumes of Earth Store Sutra were recited every morning, and
there were also alternate periods of walking recitation, sitting
recitation, and silent recitation of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
name. In the afternoon, after reciting the third volume, there
were additional recitations of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name in
walking, sitting, and silent modes. During the group practice,
the power of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s great vow: “If hell is not
empty, I will never become a Buddha; only when all sentient
beings are saved can I attain Bodhi”was experienced and realized

by the participants.
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At the lunch lecture time on the celebration of Earth Store
Bodhisattva’s birthday, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the abbot of CTTB,
pointed out that after three years of the pandemic, we have all gone
through various difficulties. For example, some people have had to find
a new job. What should they do if they don’t find a new job? Please
don’t doubt yourself and think that you have been eliminated by the
times. Venerable Master Hua often said, “There is no fixed dharma.”
He also said, “If you are sad, you are planting the cause of falling into
the hells; if you smile, you are planting the cause of being born in the
heavens.”

If unexpected problems arise in life, the abbot’s advice to everyone
is: you can smile and say to yourself: “There is no fixed dharma. No
matter what happens, I can always find a solution because there are
always more solutions than difficulties.” Buddhists often make vows
such as: “Even though sentient beings are limitless, I vow to save
them all.” We cannot know all sentient beings, but we can save the
sentient beings around us with compassion. This is to save boundless
sentient beings. If we can encourage ourselves to let go of our worries
and troubles, we can save the boundless sentient beings within our
own nature. In this way, we not only plant and cultivate the causes of
future Buddhahood, but our lives will also become better and better.
The Abbot said, “I believe Earth Store Bodhisattva will be very happy
because we have lightened his burden. Venerable Master Hua will also
be very happy, because the Master always hoped that we will become
Buddhas before him.”

Bhikshu Jin Xiu said, The power of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s vow
is beyond imagination and he is well-known by almost everyone in
the Southeast Asia region. It is stated in the Earth Store Sutra that
if one can sincerely recite this sutra and respectfully worship Earth
Store Bodhisattva, one can obtain great wisdom, increase blessings and
prolong life. One will also obtain twenty-eight kinds of special benefits
and merit that are difficult to encounter. Moreover, if one recites the
sutra for their loved ones who have passed away, it will get rid of their
karma and help them to obtain a good rebirth. Earth Store Bodhisattva
not only helps the sentient beings in hell, but also helps all sentient
beings in the Saha world, because this is the responsibility given to
him by Shakyamuni Buddha. Earth Store Bodhisattva helps us avoid
disasters, provide food and clothing, and makes our wishes come true.
The compassion of Earth Store Bodhisattva also helps all sentient beings
in the lower paths to be liberated, ensuring that all sentient beings are

reborn in the good path and receive unlimited blessings.
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Bhikshuni Heng Jiao delivered a talk by Dharma Master
Heng Chih who was not present, pointing out that the purpose
of the Earth Store Sutra, according to Venerable Master Hua, lies
in filial piety, saving lives, eliminating suffering, and repaying
kindness. Among them, filial piety is divided into small filial
piety, great filial piety, modern filial piety and distant filial piety.
Small filial piety means being filial towards one’s own parents of
this present life; great filial piety is filial piety to the world and
treating others” parents in the world as our own parents. This is
called “take care of your own elders and extend the same care to
others.” Modern filial piety is to imitate people who were filial
to their parents in modern times and learn how to be filial to
their parents. Distant filial piety lasts forever. Dedicating oneself
to spiritual practices and resolving to become a Buddha in the
future, surpassing the above four kinds of filial piety, is true filial
piety. “Really being able to study the Buddhadharma and put
the Dharma into practice is the real filial piety to one’s parents.”
Dharma Master Jiao called on everyone: Today we celebrate
the Earth Store Bodhisattva’s birthday, we must practice Earth
Store Bodhisattva’s filial spirit and continue it from generation
to generation.

In his experience sharing on the evening of the 16®, Bhikshu
Jin Yu told a true story about a young couple from China who
came to Canada to study and get married. The husband soon
suffered from a hip joint tumor and had difficulty moving. They
returned to China to check and confirm and decided to have
surgery. A Dharma Master advised the young lady to recite the
Earth Store Sutra, but she could not recite it, so she chanted Earth
Store Bodhisattva’s name instead. On the day of the operation,
she happened to recite Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name 100,000
times. The surgery, which was originally expected to take seven
or eight hours, was completed in forty-five minutes because her
husband’s hip tumor had disappeared. Dharma Master Jin Yu
concluded: Earth Store Bodhisattva does not mind whether you
believe in Buddhism or not, or know him or not. As long as you
sincerely pray to him, he will help you.

Dr. Xing Enran shared his experience of filial piety. Since
childhood, his elders have praised him for his filial piety. But
after he decided to study Buddhism, his grandmother, who
loved him the most, scolded him for not eating meat, and he
became angry. On the last day of Earth Store session, while
chanting Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name, he suddenly realized
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his grandma’s love for him. Xing Enran said, “When facing the
cold and ruthless consequences of karma, when we see the pain
and helplessness of ourselves and others, if we can really face and
accept this universal pain, we will not turn our heads away from
the suffering of others. If we turn around and don’t close our
hearts because of pain, the great compassion deep in our hearts
can also be touched.”

Jin Xiaodan, who lives in Ukiah, talked in the Hall of Ten
Thousand Buddhas before this Earth Store session about her
fellow practitioner Mr. Lu. He was diagnosed with stage III
colorectal cancer in 2013. The tumor shrank after radiotherapy.
But it recurred in 2017, causing intestinal blockage and later
infection. Within a year, Mr. Lu survived eight rounds of
chemotherapy and seven surgeries. During this period, whenever
she and Mr. Lu had time and energy, they would recite the
Earth Store Sutra. When they had no time or were not energetic,
they would recite Earth Store Bodhisattva’s name. When other
medical staff felt that they could not save the life of Mr. Lu, only
the attending physician Wang Hengbing insisted on treatment.
When the colon tumor was finally removed successfully, it was
found that there was no trace of cancer cells. Looking back on
the experience of Mr. Lu, who had faced death many times but
was lucky to escape, Jin Xiaodan said, from the bottom of her

heart: “When facing life and death, we will find that we can only
fall back on the Buddhadharma.” &
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