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The Chan Master Ci Shou once said, “As a result of the evil
of animal slaughter, violence and wars will break out.Those
who have taken life will in turn lose their lives. Those who have
maliciously refused to repay their debts will lose their homes
in the chaos. Furthermore, those who have destroyed burrows
and nests will have their family members scattered. Each sin
will result in the appropriate retribution. Thus, do not fail to
heed the Buddha’s words.”

Therefore, violence and wars are caused by the evil karma
of killing. If we are faced with impending violence or conflict,
the only recourse is to abstain from killing. The merits from
such abstinence is the most potent and materializes speedily.
Other good deeds cannot match it.
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Thus, I have composed this scroll of questions and answers
regarding non-violence. I wish to answer people’s doubts regarding
this matter and convince everyone to abstain from killing animals.
Furthermore, I hope everyone will recite Namo Amitabha and
dedicate the resulting merits to the souls of the animals we have
killed in the past. We should never again kill. Moreover, we
should give rise to the heart of Great Compassion and vow to
exercise great forbearance. Henceforth, we should not dare to kill
even the smallest creature. I vow that if you do as instructed but
are unable to avoid conflict and violence, the Celestial Dragons

and Vajra Dharma Protectors may have my head!

Question: In the Book of History, it is said that Heaven and
Earth are the mother of all living beings, and mankind is the

paragon of all beings. Therefore, animals are certainly created
by Heaven for the benefit of mankind. Thus, why not kill?

Answer: As Heaven and Earth are the mother of all living beings,
all animals are the beloved offspring of Heaven and Earth. No
mother can be happy if among her children, the strong bully the
weak and the successful exploit the poor. If you eat meat and
feel that it is your right to do so, then by this logic, as tigers can
eat humans and mosquitoes suck our blood—are humans not

created by Heaven to nourish beasts and pests?

Question: If animal slaughter is an offense, why does Heaven
not inflict punishment to deter such conduct?

Answer: Heaven is definitely against animal slaughter. Thus, the
karmic retributions for hunting and slaughtering are actually
numerous and fully visible. However, the foolish fail to heed
these warnings and the intelligent willfully refuse to change their
behavior. Thus, there is really nothing more Heaven can do.

For instance, in 1851, a native of Quanjiao County dreamed of
a celestial deity who warned him that: “An army is fast approaching
your residence! If you do not cease slaughtering animals, you
cannot hope to escape death!” After he awoke, he and his entire
household burned incense and vowed that they would never
slaughter or hunt again. No one breached their vows... except
for one dissenting matron. She said to him, “You simply had a
dream, we cannot be sure if it is true or not.” A few days later, the

violence indeed spilled into their hometown. Everyone managed
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to escape except for the matron, who had delayed leaving the
family compound and was killed. The native and his family

members personally brought this incident to my attention.

Question: There are so many animals in the world. If no
one hunts or slaughters, wouldn’t their populations grow

out of control?

Answer: There are plenty of insects and animals that humans
do not eat or kill ; their numbers are numerous without issue.
Furthermore, the reason there are so many beasts and animals
is due to the karma of killing. Animal rebirth is caused by the
cycle of retribution and revenge. People who kill animals are
reborn as animals to even up the debt. If everyone abstains
from taking animal life, the karma that supports the realm of
animals will gradually dissipate while the ranks of devas and
men will increase. For instance, if people do not trap frogs,
the population of frogs will decrease. Likewise, if people
do not fish for crabs, the population of crabs will gradually

decrease. Thus, the laws of karma are quite clear.

Question: If Heaven wishes for mankind to refrain from
eating meat, then why isn’t the meat of animals disgusting
and foul as a deterrence?

Answer: The truth is that Heaven already considers meat to
be foul and disgusting. However, people believe the taste of
meat to be delicious — like how maggots revel in putrid
feces. As this is a matter of deep-rooted habits, it is difficult
to change perceptions. For instance, if a man was a cat in his
past life, he would have craved for rodents during that life.
Likewise, if a man was a crane in his past life, he would’ve
craved for snakes. However, as they are now men, they no
longer yearn for rats and snakes. Thus, each body has its
own habits. Variations in preferences and habits are due to
karma, causes and conditions. Differences in karma, causes
and conditions are in turn caused by differing intentions. If
people’s hearts and intentions can accord with Heaven’s will,
they will naturally understand that meat is indeed foul and
disgusting.

53 To be continued



