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From September 29 to October 9, 2023, the Gold Coast
Dharma Realm Shurangama Monastery in Australia held
the Thousand Buddha Repentance and Shurangama Mantra
Dharma Assembly. Dozens of participants attended the
event in person, including friends from Taiwan and Malaysia,
with an additional hundred participating online, all joining
together in this auspicious gathering. The assembly was hosted
by Dharma Master Jin Yong, and led by Dharma Master Jin
Xiao as Weinuo. On the morning of October 3, the first day
of the Shurangama Mantra Assembly, Reverend Heng Sure
and Dharma Master Jin Yong together transmitted the Eight
Precepts to the participants. In the evenings, Dharma Master
Jin Yong delivered nine talks expounding the Bodhisattva
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Precepts and the Eight Precepts. On the concluding day of the
assembly, the skies were adorned with auspicious clouds in the shape
of dragons. That evening, both online friends and attendees took a
group photo, their hearts filling with Dharma joy.

This occasion marked the first assembly at the Gold Coast
Dharma Realm attended by international participants since the
pandemic. Bridging over three challenging years, it was not easy.
We have gathered various reflections from those who participated,
which we are now delighted to share with the broader community.
Among the contributors were those who made the long journey
from overseas, volunteers who spoke about their experiences serving
the public through online platforms, and online participants who
shared their experiences from join the assembly virtually.

Joyce Wei - Malaysia - Participant in person

I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to attend the
Shurangama Dharma Assembly at Gold Coast Dharma Realm.
Since the pandemic, it has been three years since I last visited this
place. To be able to participate again, I feel incredibly fortunate and
cherish the experience greatly. In the past, I used to take studying
Buddhism and attending Dharma assemblies for granted, but after
three years of confinement due to the pandemic, I've come to realize
the impermanence of the world and how precious the Buddha's
teachings are. I remind myself that I must not take my participation
in the assembly lightly anymore; I cannot be lazy as before, sneaking
back to indulge in sleep. Although I cant say I was one hundred
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percent this time, I was at least seventy percent more serious than
before and did not succumb to the temptation of oversleeping.
Interestingly, the earnest mindset made my mantra recitation more
focused with fewer distractions, my mind felt at ease, and I was filled
with Dharma joy.

I also participated in the continuous recitation of the Shurangama
Mantra for 108 times over two days, which led to many marvelous
experiences. In the early morning, before heading to the Meditation
Hall, I was late (the plan was to start at 4 a.m.), and I arrived at
4:15 a.m. Just as I stepped into the Meditation Hall, it began to
pour outside, and I thought to myself that if I had been a minute
later, I would have been caught in the rain. The rain continued until
lunchtime, and just as I was resigning myself to walking in the rain to
the Dining Hall, it stopped, allowing me to hurry over. After the meal,
as I came out, the rain started again silently. I was about to return
to my dorm to get an umbrella before heading to the Meditation
Hall, but the moment I prepared the umbrella, the rain stopped. After
returning to the meditation hall, the rain started again just like in the
morning. The rain seemed to play a joke on me that day.

Ever since I started reciting the Shurangama Mantra, I've
encountered many wonders, and this was just one of them. The power
of the Dharma and the Bodhisattvas is indeed inconceivable, especially
the Shurangama Mantra. Hence, I am filled with confidence in the
Shurangama Mantra. This time at Gold Coast Dharma Realm, I met
many virtuous friends who taught me how to practice correctly and
follow the righteous path. I feel incredibly fortunate in this life to have
encountered the Dharma and these wise teachers. I must constantly
remind myself not to squander time, to practice diligently, and to
adopt “remain unmoved by the dualities of pleasure and pain, and
advance in both favorable and adverse circumstances” as my personal
motto for cultivation. Amitabha Buddha!

Su Meng - Hainan, China - Online Volunteer

With gratitude to the Triple Jewel and to the Venerable Master! 1
was fortunate to participate as an online volunteer in the Thousand
Buddhas Repentance and Shurangama Mantra Assembly at Gold
Coast Dharma Realm. The assembly lasted ten days, with three days
dedicated to the Thousand Buddhas Repentance and seven days to
the Shurangama Mantra Assembly.

During the assembly, in addition to performing repentance and

reciting the Shurangama Mantra, every evening Master Jin Yong gave
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a lecture on precepts, deepening our understanding of them.
On the first day of the Shurangama Mantra Assembly, Reverend
Heng Sure and Master Jin Yong also transmitted the Eight
Precepts to the assembly, which was truly a rare opportunity.

My role involved sharing rituals online, spending several
hours in front of the computer each day. Although it was tense
and busy, it brought me joy because I could contribute a little
to Buddhism and to the proper Dharma assembly, serving
the public, which made me very happy! Moreover, during the
page-turning process, I honed my concentration. Especially
during the Shurangama Mantra Assembly, the masters recited
very proficiently and quickly, so I had to be focused without
indulging in any thoughts. A moment of distraction could mean
falling behind the masters’ pace. If only I could maintain this
level of focus during my personal mantra recitation. Moreover,
reciting along with the masters as I turned the pages felt more
powerful than doing it alone, becoming more joyous with each
recitation!

Thisassembly was truly extraordinary! On the day it concluded,
auspicious clouds with the shape of nine dragons appeared in the
sky, filling the participants with Dharma joy. The masters were
compassionate, allowing us, the online disciples, the chance to
take a group photo together. In the end, all the Dharma Masters
from the Buddha Hall also greeted the online disciples. Seeing
the masters at that moment, I was inexplicably moved, nearly to
the point of tears.

Every Dharma assembly is supported by many volunteers
working quietly behind the scenes. I am just an ordinary
member among them, and what I do is negligible. Moreover, I
am new to this volunteer work, so I feel I lack the experience
and qualification to share much. What I feel most is gratitude
for the chance the DRBA has given us to listen to the teachings
and practice both blessings and wisdom. I am also thankful
for the help, tolerance, and encouragement from the fellow

practitioners in the volunteer group! Amitabha Buddha!
Xue Tingting - Nanjing, China - Participated Online

I am Xue Tingting from Nanjing, bowing respectfully to
all the Dharma Masters and expressing gratitude to all fellow
practitioners. It is incredibly auspicious to encounter such

a Dharma affinity and participate in the Thousand Buddhas
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Repentance and the Shurangama Mantra Assembly. During
the Session, Dharma Master Jin Yong explained the Five
Precepts, the Bodhisattva Precepts for laypeople, as well
as the Eight Precepts, deepening my understanding of the
precepts profoundly and benefiting me greatly. Reverend
Heng Sure and Dharma Master Jin Yong transmitted the
Eight Precepts. And I rejoiced in upholding the Eight
Predept for one day. I bow in gratitude to both Masters!

The collective power of cultivation during the session
is beyond words, and I can only attempt to describe this
indescribable state. Since 2021, I have been reciting the
Shurangama Mantra and trying the Shurangama Session
on my own (108 times daily for seven days), but I never
managed to complete it due to a lack of strength despite
my willingness.

This time, participating in the Thousand Buddhas
Repentance and Shurangama Mantra Session at the
Shurangama Monastery in Gold Coast, Australia, was
an unbelievable experience! The collective strength of
cultivation was both gentle and firm, as if there was an
invisible protective barrier keeping me undisturbed. Even
when my body was exhausted, my determination remained
unshakable. Cultivating together in the assembly gave me
the strength to complete the 108 daily recitations of the
Shurangama Mantra, and I finally accomplished my first
Shurangama Session.

Perhaps it was this year’s special opportunity—being
at home, not having to work outside—that I was able to
chant, study the Lotus Sutra, recite the first volume of the
Shurangama Sutra, read the Diamond Sutra, the Avatamsaka
Sutra, and so on. I utilized the Dharma Master Hsuan
Hua’s Dharma Lecture APP for daily learning, listening
to his lectures nearly every day, immersing myself in the
ocean of Buddha-dharma for more than nine months.
Maybe this is the merit accumulated in the depths of
the unknown, awaiting the response from this Dharma
Event. I never explicitly prayed to attend this assemblys; its
occurrence was already a wondrous response.

Although I had no opportunity to be present at the
Buddha Hall, even from across the ocean, I could feel the

nourishment of the Dharma. For this, I can only offer
endless gratitude in my heart: Amitabha Buddha! #
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