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CHAPTER Two:
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Although you are only a division body, if you can further cultivate
the Buddhadharma to the point that you completely recover your
essential nature, understand your mind and see your nature, then you
will attain spiritual powers and return to become one with Earth Store
Bodhisattva. You will merge into a single body, a single form, with the
Bodhisattva. That is what is meant by “returning to the source.”

Then, after the division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva merged
into a single form, he sadly wept out of pity and said to the Buddha...
Why would Earth Store Bodhisattva be sad? There are four reasons.
The first is that he is sad for beings in the six destinies who keep
creating karma and do not change their ways. All the gods, humans,
asuras, beings in the hells, hungry ghosts, and animals transmigrate in
the six destinies, creating karma without remorse or repentance. This
is the first kind of sadness.

The second kind of sadness is that all beings are obstinate and
difficult to teach. Living beings are extremely obstinate. If you try
to tell them about the Buddhadharma, they are not willing to listen.
If you discuss subjects other than the Buddhadharma, they are very
happy. If you say to people, “So-and-so is the best. He is well-educated
and has good character. Everything about him is good,” they will not
pay much attention. If you start talking about how bad someone else
is, how clever he is in deceiving others to the point that he gets away
with doing bad things without anyone finding out, people are all ears
and want to learn better ways of being mean. They pay no heed to

ways to be good; if you tell them, “Study the Buddhadharma well,”
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they have no wish to learn. If you say, “Take this drug and
you will have some amazing revelations,” they will take the
hallucinogen and become dazed and confused, thinking
they have gone to the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

Recreational drugs are terrible, but once people take
some, they will want to take them again, until they take
them numerous times. When they are under the influence,
everything changes for them. They feel bigger than the
universe. Afterwards though, they experience fatigue
and problems such as headaches and aches in the bones,
sometimes to the point that they are unable to work at all
and can only lie down as if dead. They still fail to wake up
though, and wonder, “Why am I like this?” They think that
if they just take a bit more of the drug, they will become
enlightened. “This hit was too weak,” they think. “The
drug is not powerful enough; if I take more, I'll probably
get enlightened immediately.”

Is this not the utmost stupidity?! You tell them to study
the Buddhadharma, but they refuse and sneak off to take
this kind of illegal substance. Obstinate beings willingly
and happily commit this kind of act. “Difficult to teach”
means you teach them to study Buddhism, and they are
not happy; you make up some fraudulent tricks and they
dig right in despite the harm they bring to themselves. You
see, this is what the human mind is like. Thus the second
kind of sadness comes from feeling that obstinate beings
are difficult to teach, being too stubborn.

What is Earth Store Bodhisattva’s third kind of sadness?
It is the sadness of seeing that the sun of the Tathagata’s
wisdom is about to set. The Buddha is equivalent to a
sun; he will enter nirvana soon. Therefore, Earth Store
Bodhisattva is sad that the sun of wisdom is setting.

What is the fourth kind of sadness? In the palace of
the Trayastriméa Heaven, Siakyamuni Buddha entrusted a
great matter to Earth Store Bodhisattva, instructing him
to teach and transform all beings until Maitreya comes
to the world, leading them to receive predictions from a
Buddha and eventually realize Buddhahood. This is a very
important responsibility. As Sakyamuni Buddha gave Earth

Store Bodhisattva such an important duty, this constitutes

his fourth kind of sadness.

$dTo be continued
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