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The Flower Adornment Sutra

with Commentary

EX R TELTH

CHAPTER NINE:
Luminous AWAKENING
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Jin Jing

Sitra:
At that time, the wheels from the bottom of the World Honored
One’s feet released one billion' bright lights.

Commentary:

At that time refers to the time before the “Luminous Awakening”
chapter which was spoken after the Buddha had finished speaking the
chapter on the four noble truths. The wheels from the bottom of the
World Honored One’s—Shakyamuni Buddha’'s—feet released one
billion bright lights. The bottom of the Buddha’s feet, which is the lowest
place of his body, emitted a billion rays of light. This symbolizes wisdom
characterized with equality which is neither high nor low. That is why the
Buddha emits this most esteemed light from the wheels on the bottom of
his feet.

Siitra:
These illumined the three thousand great thousand worlds. The
lights also illumined a billion Jambudvipas, a billion Parvavidehas, a

billion Aparagodaniyas, and a billion Uttarakurus. They illumined a
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! Most sources translate “koti” as ten million. Hence, a billion is one hundred koti.
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billion great oceans, a billion wheel-ringed mountains, a billion
Bodhisattvas being born, a billion Bodhisattvas entering the
monastic life, a billion Thus Come Ones accomplishing proper
enlightenment, a billion Thus Come Ones turning the Dharma
wheel, and a billion Thus Come Ones entering nirvana. Also
illuminated were a billion Sumerus, the Kings of Mountains,
a billion Heavens of the Four Kings, a billion Heavens of the
Thirty-Three, and a billion Suyama Heavens, a billion Tushita
Heavens, a billion Bliss from Transformation Heavens, a billion
Heavens of Comfort Gained from Others’ Transformations, a
billion Heavens of the Brahma Multitudes, a billion Heavens of
Radiant Sound, a billion Heavens of Pervasive Purity, a billion
Vast-Result Heavens, and a billion Ultimate Form Heavens. All of
these were clearly revealed in this light.

Commentary:

So, the soles of the Buddha’s feet emitted a most precious light,
which in turn let off a billion bright lights, and these illumined the
three thousand great thousand worlds. They illumined the great
trichiliocosm. What are the three thousand great thousand worlds?
One world system is made up of one Mount Sumeru, the four great
continents, one sun, and one moon. A thousand of these world
systems makes up a small world system. A thousand small world
systems make up a medium world system. A thousand medium
world systems make up a great world system. So, if you put together
three of these thousand world systems you have the “three thousand
great thousand worlds.”

Thelightsalso illuminedabillion Jambudvipas—theyillumined
the southern continent of Jambudvipa. A billion Parvavideha—
the continent to the east, a billion Aparagodaniya—the continent
to the west, and a billion Uttarakurus—the northern continent.
They illumined a billion great oceans, a billion wheel-ringed
mountains, and a billion Bodhisattvas being born. One billion
Bodhisattvas descended from the palace of the Tushita Heaven to
be born. A billion Bodhisattvas entering the monastic life. One
billion Bodhisattvas left home to cultivate. Also, there were a billion
Thus Come Ones accomplishing proper enlightenment, a billion
Thus Come Ones turning the Dharma wheel, and a billion Thus
Come Ones entering nirvana.

Also, a billion Sumerus, the Kings of Mountains, a billion
Heavens of the Four Kings, a billion Heavens of the Thirty-Three,

and a billion Suyama Heavens.
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This is telling how many there are. A billion Tushita Heavens,
a billion Bliss from Transformation Heavens, a billion Heavens
of Comfort Gained from Others’ Transformations, a billion
Heavens of the Brahma Multitudes, a billion Heavens of
Radiant Sound, a billion Heavens of Pervasive Purity, a billion
Vast-Result Heavens, and a billion Ultimate Form Heavens.

All of these were clearly revealed in this light. In this state,

all these heavens were shown evidently in the light.

Siitra:

Just as in this place, one could see the Buddha, the World
Honored One, seated on his Lotus Flower Treasury Lion
Throne, with Bodhisattvas as many as fine particles of dust
in ten Buddhalands circamambulating him, so too, in each
of the billion Jambudvipas, the billion Thus Come Ones were

also seated in the same way.

Commentary:

Just as in this place one could see the Buddha, the World
Honored One, seated on his Lotus Flower Treasury Lion
Throne—in the Saha world, the people could see the Buddha
seated on his adorned Lotus Flower Treasury Lion Throne,
with Bodhisattvas as many as fine particles of dust in ten
Buddhalands circamambulating him, the Buddha—so too, in
each of the billion Jambudvipas, the billion Thus Come Ones

were also seated in the same way.

Sitra:

Because of the spiritual power of the Buddha, in each of
the ten directions there was a great Bodhisattva, who together
with the Bodhisattvas as many as the number of fine particles
of dust in ten Buddhalands, came to the Buddha’s place.
Their names were Manjusri Bodhisattva, Enlightened Leader
Bodhisattva, Wealthy Leader Bodhisattva, Jeweled Leader
Bodhisattva, Merit and Virtue Leader Bodhisattva, Vision
Leader Bodhisattva, Vigorous Leader Bodhisattva, Dharma
Leader Bodhisattva, Wisdom Leader Bodhisattva, and Worthy
Leader Bodhisattva

s To be continued
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