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Thirty-ninth Patriarch Chan Master
Guangmu of Western Stupa Monastery (continued)
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on July 12, 1984
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

CEIFH =881« fEskiE—( Drawing a circle and waving his hand three times. To describe
o A REEEEL 2 “sudden,” he drew a circle, indicating that people are potentially flawlessly
Bl RELY o WiE T =4 perfect. That perfection is unhindered. To describe “gradual,” he waved

SRS = F > #h3Ems—4—#  his hand three times, indicating that progress is made step-by-step. In
OEERE LS A o both cases, he didn’t say anything. It was a bit like how communication

60 B A LIS O S 5T e FE AT with the deaf takes place using modern-day sign language. It’s possible
2 o MR TS R ER R that this Chan Master’s strange way of communicating might have been
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LA - FF LA T ““2“”W& legunt deseripion of sudden and gradial
%gﬁgﬁgﬁ , ﬁﬁ%gﬁ%‘ . 1S answer was an e egan escrlp o0n o SU. en an gra ual.
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the advent of sign language, in which the talking is done with the hands,

There was a very clear dynamic interplay between “sudden” and “gradual.”

Another verse, by Venerable Master Hua says:

The third Patriarch of the Weiyang lineage acquired clarity of hands and eyes.

kR BEHOELN EALE Proper hearing does not involve the ears; it is a wordless sutra.
One’s own nature encompasses the realm of empty space.
BN =t FHREH The Dharma-body fills up the entire universe.
IR B 2% Principle is suddenly enlightened to;
B e 22 R it is apart from successive stages.
A T The specifics have to be cultivated gradually to enter the perfect unity.
FH B B Dhyana Master Guangmu was a great master.
W A B Observing the potentials and dispensing the teaching,
SR A 227 he crossed over sentient beings.
R SR SRR S
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Commentary:

The Third Patriarch of the Weiyang lineage acquired clarity of
hands and eyes. Chan Master Guangmu had clarity of hands and
eyes. He cultivated. People who cultivate want their hands and eyes
to penetrate to the heavens. Ordinarily, people think that hands are
just hands; that eyes are just eyes. Actually, the hands are eyes and the
eyes are hands. A few days ago, I mentioned that Upasaka Li Ao asked,
“How does the Greatly Compassionate One use a thousand hands and
eyes?” How does Greatly Compassionate Guanyin Bodhisattva use a
thousand hands and eyes? Chan Master Da Yi gave the reply: “What
does the emperor use you for?” That idiom refers to how, if the emperor
wants you, his minister, to do something, you will immediately respond
and ask, “What is it that the emperor wants done?” By using that idiom
to reply to my question, the respondent was saying that officials and
ministers serve as the “thousand hands and eyes” of the emperor.

This refers to the thousand hands and thousand eyes. “Clarity of
hands and eyes” means the hands and eyes reach to the heavens. Greatly
Compassionate Guanyin Bodhisattva has a thousand hands and a
thousand eyes. Many people assume this to be a symbolic reference, not
a literal one. But actually, that is not true. The Bodhisattva doesn’t just
have a thousand hands and a thousand eyes, he has limitless hands and
limitless eyes. And, in each hand, there is an eye. But those eyes are not
like the eyes on our face. This means that in each of the palms of these
hand, there are virtual eyes that see.

Those eyes are like a television, a radio, or an audio recording device.
The hands and eyes are like a computer. “Computer” is a relatively new
term. But I don’t call computers “electric brains” ( “Computer” in
Chinese literally translates as “electric brain.”) like most people do. I use
“spirit” because there’s nothing there, and yet anything could be there.
The spirit goes where you go; wherever your mind goes, the spirit goes
with you. What is meant by “spirit?” Suppose you raise your arm. How
do you do that? It is because your spirit commands your body to do that.

Spiritual energy is a Daoist term. Buddhism uses the term “Buddha”—
or the Buddha nature. We are not yet Buddhas, but we all possess spiritual
energy. Spiritual energy is not as perfect as Buddhahood because it still
uses consciousness in its functioning — the eighth consciousness. The
Daoists’ spiritual energy is based on consciousness and is not our nature’s
innocent Buddha. People wrestle with this contradiction.

Anyway, this Third Patriarch of the Weiyang lineage had a thousand
eyes that reached to the heavens and is said to have “clarity of hands

and eyes.”

£ To be continued





