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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Filial Beggar Wu Xun
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Composed by the Venerable Master Hua on January 9, 1987
English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

Wu Xun was born in the county of Tangyi, Shandong province,
at the end of the Qing Dynasty. His father passed away when he was
young, so it was hard for his family to survive. They rarely had any
thing for the next day, and he had to beg for food to feed his mother, so
he was called the Filial Beggar.

When he was older, he begged for food during the day, and weaved
clothes made of hemp at night. As time went on, he managed to
accumulate a small amount of savings, and decided that he would not
marry, smoke, or drink; instead, he generously donated his savings
to anyone in need who asked. However, because he was illiterate,
some people swindled him out of his money. Therefore, he vowed to
establish schools so that poor children would have a chance to receive
an education.

He was very frugal so he could save money for building a school.
“Heaven will reward those who persevere.” After some time, he finally
reached his goal of setting up a free school. Whenever a student violated
a rule, Wu Xun would kneel for a long time to repent on the student’s
behalf, instead of punishing the student. His sincerity influenced the
teachers to take their responsibilities seriously and students studied
very hard.

Later, he expanded to a total of four free schools, receiving high
praise from the common people. Even then, he remained frugal in his
spending and was generous in his charity. His spirit of sacrifice is a
great example from which everyone should learn. This highly praised
story about a beggar building schools has been passed down for future

generations.

Commentary:
The fundamental principles of being a human are (the Eight Virtues
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of) filiality, brotherhood, loyalty, trustworthiness, propriety, righteousness,
incorruptibility, and moderation, which became the code of ethics and
virtue that sustained and nourished the Chinese nation for thousands of
years, preventing it from perishing. If you don’t practice the Eight Virtues,
then even though you are alive, you are just like a walking dead person who
only knows how to eat, dress, and sleep, simply going through the motions
of living. In ancient times, those who were educated sought to understand
and act upon the principles of being a good person, i.e., B “ming [I"—
“ming” here means “understand”, and “li” means “principle.” Nowadays,
most educated people strive for fame and profit, i.e. #4F]] “ming i"—
“ming” here means “fame”, and “li” means “profit.” In comparison, ancient
and modern people’s purpose of education differs. In the old times, if people
didn’t understand the principles underpinning moral standards, they could
neither eat nor sleep till they understood. Nowadays, people cannot sleep if
they do not have enough money, fancy clothes, or luxurious homes.

In China, there is a large, economically diverse population. Now, let us
talk about this story of a beggar for example. In the view as a whole, the
beggar belongs to the lowest level. However, this beggar’s actions are the most
noble. Why is this? It is because he understood the importance of education
for everyone. There is an ancient Chinese saying, “Receiving and educating
young talent is the one of the three most joyful things in life,” which is one
of the three most delightful things that a & F-“jan zi” (a virtuous person)
has in life. It is rare to see a situation in which a beggar receives no education,
yet places such an emphasis on it. Who was this illiterate beggar without any
education, who dedicated his life to educating others? Wu Xun was born in
Tangyi county of Shandong province. Even though there was a sage born
in this province, there were still many “left-over” people who were forsaken
by society. Why? Take the example of Wu Xun, who was one of them. He
was born poor, and all he could do to make a living was beg. Thus, he was
neglected and not taken seriously.

Wu Xun lost his father when he was very young, and his mother was so
sick that she appeared very old and had a hard time getting around on her
own. So Wu Xun became a beggar to take care of his mother. There is an
old saying, “Become a beggar for three years, and you wouldn't want to be
an emperor anymore.” If you don’t want to become an emperor, then you
wouldn’t want to be a president or a chairman either. So what did he do? He
saved money to lend it at high interest rates. For example, he would lend
someone $1000 in the spring and expected to be paid $1500 or $2000 back
for the loan in the fall. However, one of his customers tricked him by writing
that he owed only $20 instead of $2000. When Wu Xun went to collect his

money, not only did he lose the interest, but he also lost all his principal.
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