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City of Ten Thousand Buddha’s Ordination Hall Renovation
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By the Editorial Staff
English Translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jian
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The Ordination Hall building is
an 80-year-old historic building. In the
early days, it was called the I Building
following the alphabetic naming system. It
is situated next to the Hall of No Words
where Venerable Master Hua, founder of
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, previously resided. The Venerable Master had
designated this building as the place for the transmission of the threefold precepts,
as well as for the study of the precepts during the precept training period.

This year is the first time to reinstate this tradition that was followed when
Venerable Master was in the world. During the 108 days of precept training,
preceptees will gather in the Ordination Hall to study the precepts. The City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas Buildings and Grounds department started to renovate the
interior of this historic building in November of 2016. Since the roof tiles are in
good condition, the roof renovation only involves replacing the underlayment, and
then the original tiles will be put back.

In the central area on the second floor of the Ordination Hall, there is an
enclosed ordination platform. It was personally designed by Venerable Master
Hua based on the Avatamsaka Sutra concept of “lights shining upon one another
in infinite interpenetration.” Only the three Masters, seven Certifiers, and the
preceptees are allowed to enter this platform during the precept transmission.
It is otherwise off limits to everyone without exception. During renovation this
time, the ordination platform was totally preserved as originally designed by the
Venerable Master in order for the preceptees to receive the precepts according to
the Dharma and truly obtain the pure precept substance, thereby affirming the
Venerable Master’s painstaking efforts to bring the Right Dharma and the Precepts
to the West. &





