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Ten Thousand Buddhas bless
the “Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled
Repentance”
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Written and Translated by Chan Hui
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(Continued from the front inner cover)

There were also groups of laypeople from Washington,
DC, San Francisco, San Jose, southern California, Seattle,
Oregon, Calgary, Australia, France, Germany, Malaysia,
Taiwan, and a new group of 12 people from Sichuan Province,
China. Around 700 people bowed the Ten Thousand Buddhas
Jeweled Repentance this year. Over 300 of them were from
other parts of the world. The rest were the residents of City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Dharma Master Heng Hing, manager of Cixing Chan
Temple in Hong Kong, gave an instructional talk before the
Repentance session started. He said that all Buddhas of the

ten quarters and three times share the same Dharma body
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and the same Way. Bowing to one Buddha is
equivalent to bowing to all Buddhas in the Dharma
Realm and bowing to all Buddhas in the Dharma
Realm is equivalent to bowing to one Buddha. He
also reminded participants that during the bowing
session, when we transfer the merit and virtue from
the bowing to world peace, we should not forget to
transfer the merit and virtue to everyone’s karmic
creditors and wish them to draw near to the Triple
Jewel life after life. We also need to accumulate
blessings for our karmic creditors so that they can
have a good rebirth as soon as possible.

Dharma Master Ren Lai, manager of Yun
Lin Buddhist Monastery in Chongming Island of
Jiangsu Province, China, said that this is his first
time coming to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
for the bowing session. He felt as if he was in the
Land of Ultimate Bliss and the Dharma assembly
gave him no time for extraneous thoughts. He and Dharma Master Wei Yin,
the most senior monk at his temple, follow the practice of not eating after lunch.
However, since they arrived City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, they have tried the one
meal a day practice and found it was inexplicably wonderful that they didnt feel
hungry at all. Dharma Master Ren Lai also said that he would bring the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas’ tradition, originally set by the Buddha, of eating one meal
a day and always wearing the precepts sash back to Yun Lin Monastery.

This is the fourth time Dharma Master Wei Yin has attended the bowing
session. He feels that those participating this bowing session all are very inspired,
and “they are all my good and wise advisors.” The first three times he attended this
bowing session were in Guangfu Monastery of Chongming Island. However, they
didn’t bow twice for each Buddha’s name and the session was only two weeks. The
bowing session at Guangfu Monastery is held about every three years instead of the
annual event at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Dharma Master Dao Cheng who came from Sichuan Province, China, said
that this is her first time bowing the Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance.
She could feel the highly positive energy and the strong protection from the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. She noted that the Jeweled Repentance of Emperor
Liang and other short repentances are popular throughout China, but bowing the
Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance is rare in China. She wants to come
back in the next few years for this wonderful bowing session.

Nuns from Duc Vien Buddhist Temple pointed out that City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas cantors’s chanting helped them stay focused. At Duc Vien Temple, they
use only the wooden fish and hand bell for Dharma assemblies. Here at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas, they feel a sense of adornment when listening to the
sound from more Dharma instruments such as the drum and bell which raises
more energy. Dharma Master Trung Giac of Duc Vien Temple said that everything

at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, such as the environment, flowers, trees and
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clouds, all gave her peace and ease so that she could
be focused on bowing and forget all suffering. Every
day she was eager to bow before the bowing started.

Ms. Shuqin Chen, a guest professor from
Southwest University of Science and Technology in
Sichuan Province said that she had not paid attention
to the Dharma practice of bowing repentance. She
had not felt that she needed to repent. Later she
recognized that intellectuals were more arrogant
than other people. This was her first time to attend
the bowing session. She feels deeply that a pure and
clear mind will bring about efficacious responses.

Jiangiu Wu, a PhD candidate in Math at Rice
University in Texas came to the bowing session for
the fourth time this year. The first year when he
attended the bowing session, his karmic obstacles
manifested and he suffered terrible sciatica pain
which went away after one month. In the following years, he felt more
physically and mentally relaxed. This year, he did not have any pain nor
need to take a break. He even smelled fragrance from inside his body. Wu
believes that many of his karmic creditors have been taken across because of
the merit and virtue from attending the bowing session for several years in a
row as well as from his daily practices.

Jenny Woo who works for a travel agency in Malaysia has come to the
City of Ten Thousand Buddas every year for this bowing session since 2004.
She was able to see auspicious signs and felt that all she prayed for was
bestowed as she wished. Her goal is to take across all her karmic creditors
so that she can be reborn in the Western Pure Land without any difficulties.

Jenny said, “I will keep coming here for the bowing session until I cannot
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Namo Sumeru of Great Wisdom Buddha

A nd f mo £¥ bdo {E zuo f# fo
Namo Resplendent Practice Buddha

i nd f m6 T bdo zang s fo
Namo Treasury of Jewels Buddha
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bow down.”

There is a group of seniors who, like Jenny Woo, make the
pilgrimage to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas every year for the
bowing session. Van Phuoc, a 79-year-old laywoman, frequently
comes to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas from Seattle for
various Dharma sessions. She has come for the bowing session for
nearly 10 years. Nguyet Ha, an 82-year-old laywoman, has been
coming for the bowing session for 25 consecutive years. She has
felt more and more relaxed and at ease with wonderful responses
beyond words over the years.

Lina Verchery, a Harvard PhD candidate in Religion Studies, is
curious about the people who come from all over the world for this
bowing session. This year she made a special trip to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas to work with the editorial staff of Vajra Bodbi
Sea, interviewing participants of this bowing session about their experiences
and insights. These interviews will be part of her doctoral dissertation on
the modernization of Buddhism as well as a special column in installments
in Vajra Bodhi Sea.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the founder of City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, greatly promoted the 7én Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance
when he was alive. He said, “The merit and virtue derived from bowing this
repentance can never be fully expressed. Bowing in repentance can eradicate
people’s karma; bowing in repentance can nurture people’s good roots.
Bowing in repentance can help people who have never done any spiritual
practice learn how to practice and help people who are without good roots to
develop them. When our good roots are full and complete, we will become
enlightened...If you don’t participate in this repentance, you can’t really be

called a practitioner of the Way.” &





