EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA

79. KHER I

Frel TEE R Be L, o BT EAE
TIBREIHTRE ,'\LUﬁﬂ@XZé‘?& o KAHRF
VOEEBESE =2 A o TR ENE S E T
it IR R SE A

EANEE

WAERACH - DLBGET Ay LR K EE#R AL Y
H/\JTMZR > EEAEEHRE - EEEA
B5l5 - AL EZRE - & 2IEERY
AEFRZEBZ R - iR RAZE AR AR
BEAA—TAE R TR KEY S - BRI
T ? AREN TS S - BN - &
{ECH Y R /KR & FOREE MR A i
7 AERIUEXOEAREEE > AR A EK
KBRS KA 3 -

Whiksa ERE - BEASE - PR
TUOAL NS THEBEERET - B AREH
BRI - AEAR R TR > SRR AR

16| SMERE

ZO0—7"&FhA

ZATAE

White Mountains and
Black Waters

Nurture A Rare Talent (continued)
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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79. Water Floods Dong Jing

There is a Chinese saying that goes:“Evil outruns good .” As mentioned
in the previous texts, the Venerable Master aroused the enmities of the
mountain devils and water monsters in order to cure Guo Guo’s illness,
and thus they flooded Dongjing Village. In four hours, over thirty
people lost their lives and more than 800 houses were destroyed. The
demons tried to drown the Venerable Master with wind and flood they

summoned.

Venerable Master’s Own Narration:

When I was in Manchuria, countless mountain devils and water
monsters came from all sides and sought an opportunity for revenge at
all times. It was really difficult to protect myself from their onslaught,
and sometimes just a little carelessness (on my part) would result in
a big loss. It came to the point that even those people around me
were affected and suffered as well. However, most people did not have
any insight of the occurrences. Let’s take the example of the flood in
Dongjing Village. Why is it called Dong Jing? The village is surrounded
on four sides by high ground, so it looks like a well (as jing in Chinese).
The mountain devils and water monsters saw that I had come to this

low-lying area staying in a residence surrounded on the four sides by
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wooden fences which could hardly keep out wind or water. Thus, they seized the
opportunity to flood the place, attempting to drown me.

Since I handled a lot of things for the monastery I always had to travel to different
places. One day I brought four of my little disciples with me to stay overnight at Guo
YuXia’s house. All of the family members in her house had taken refuge with me. Not
long after we settled down, a heavy downpour unexpectedly occurred. While the rain
was pouring down, from the well the water shot out about thirty feet into the air.
Thus we were being attacked both from above and below. Because the water came
too ferociously and too quickly without any warning, after four hours, over thirty
people had been drowned; some were even drowned standing on their own kang-
beds (a kind of brick bed in northern China with a crude heating system from within
the bed.) From Dong Jing Zi to Tai Ping Bridge, the flood washed away over eight
hundred houses. The disaster could be compared to the flooding of Gold Mountain
Monastery! Even until today, I still bear the disaster deeply in my mind and feel
terribly sorry for those people who passed away in the incident!

While it was flooding, the water surged to over ten feet. Strangely, the water was
only about one or two feet high inside the courtyard that I lived in. Although there
were many holes in the wooden fence, the flood just couldn’t get in! Why couldn’t the
flood get in? I will honestly tell you. All of my four little disciples had the Five Eyes
and the Six Spiritual Powers. As we saw such a heavy storm came all of a sudden, we
decided to tie the boundary of territory around the house using our spiritual power
— it kept the flood out. All the water within the fences was from the sky, rising to
about only one to two feet high.

When I was young, I liked to cure people, and I have thus offended a lot of
externalists, celestial demons, monsters, goblins and sprites. Those demons and
monsters also possess great spiritual powers and they have always wanted to attack
me. Since then they have failed in their attempt to drown me. During my sea journey
from Tianjin to Shanghai, the sea monsters wanted to sink the ship, and feed me to
the fish! After, I have seldom cured diseases for people when I was in the inland area
of China (because I didnt want to bring anymore disasters on innocent people), I
no longer fight with demons nowadays. A lot of demons have come picking on me,
and I simply practice patience. I try to use a heart of kindness and compassion to
draw them in, influence and move them. Nobody would believe all of the stories that
happened to me.

Even Guo Yuxia, who went through the incident herself and witnessed everything,
didn’t know the truth behind it, until she came to CTTB and listened to my telling
the story.

[Postscript] Narrated by Bhiskhuni Heng Pin Shi (Yuxia Guo):

The Venerable Master brought along two young disciples when he stayed at my
house from time to time. Once the Venerable Master brought me some white cloth
and told me to sew shirts and trousers for his disciples. I asked Muchun Wang for help
and each of us made one set. Muchun later followed the Venerable Master and was
ordained. The Venerable Master was always in his ragged clothes and tattered shoes.
People had offered clothes and shoes many times. Although the Venerable Master
accepted them, he gave them away once he returned to the temple and remained in

his worn-out outfits.

» Continued on page 19
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«Continued from page 17

It was about 1945, and the 8" Route Army had arrived but were not
yet stationed. It was the 5* or 6 month of the lunar calendar. On that
day the weather was very clear. The Venerable Master was sitting on the
kang-bed after he entered the house. The neighbors had not arrived yet.
Suddenly, the sky was covered with dark clouds and it was so dim that
it was hard to see anyone across from him. Then there was lightning,
thunder and a strong wind, followed by a heavy downpour. It lasted for
two to three hours. In the village to our left, a house was in the middle
of construction, but when it flooded, the water washed away many logs
which were intended for the beams. Bundles of firewood, as well as other
objects, were also washed away by the flood. People scurried to high
ground to avoid the flood.

When the rain stopped and the water receded, neighbors came to visit
the Venerable Master at my house. They all said:” The Guos are so lucky!
Filial Son Bai stayed at their house, so the house was spared from being
flooded.” The water level inside our fenced yard was only one to two feet,
much lower than that outside. I personally saw the incident at that time
but couldn’t figure out why. Later, only after I came to the States did I

know about the whole story from the telling of the Venerable Master Hua.

s> To be continued





