US4 R1TEREE —19=m006m
Admiring Buddhadharma and Walking on Bodhisattva Path
—In Memory of Dharma Master Jin Jia
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Written and Translated by Jie Qiu
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DHAaRMA REALM NEws FEE R B

Bhikshuni Jin Jia, from the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, passed
away on November 9% 2015. The funeral service was held in the Nirvana
Hall at City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB). Abbot Heng Lyu was the
hosting Dharma Master.

Dharma Master Jin Jia was born in Negeri Sembilan, Malaysia. She
studied fashion design with enthusiasm at a young age. Before getting
married, she was a manager at a manufacturing factory. After getting
married, she became a full-time housewife. She started studying Buddhism
in 1983 under the influence of her good friend.

When Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, the founder of City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, visited Malaysia to propagate Buddhadharma there
in 1988, she took refuge and five precepts. She was then a mother of two
children. In 1991, she took two daughters along with her to stay in CTTB.
She waited patiently for her daughters to grow up. Her older daughter left
the home life in 1994 and was ordained in 2009. She left the home life
herself a few months later in 2009 and was ordained in 2013.

Talking about Dharma Master Jin Jia’s life at the funeral service,
Bhikshuni Heng Liang Liang said “She worked hard and diligently. She
was modest and humble, choosing what is good and sticking with it
She cultivated rigorously and upheld precepts purely. She walked on the

Bodhisattva path and transferred merit and virtue to all beings. Her life as a
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nun is very exemplary.”

Bhikshuni Heng Syin said that Dharma Master Jin Jia worked at the
Tower of Blessings for many years before leaving the home life. She cooked
breakfast and delivered lunch for seniors. She took seniors to see doctors, take
medicine, go to hospital, and did cleaning work for them. Some seniors only
spoke Cantonese or Mandarin Chinese, and luckily, Dharma Master Jin Jia
spoke both dialects and took good care of the seniors living at the Tower of
Blessings.

Bhikshuni Heng Jie is the older daughter of Dharma Master Jin Jia. She
said that Dharma Master Jin Jia always told her to cultivate with sincerity.
As for the younger daughter, Cheelim Boh, Dharma Master Jin Jia told her
to recite more Buddha names and sutras. Cheelim said that after her mother
passed away, they found a small notebook that her mother carried around.
There were three lines written in 1991 on the first page of that small notebook,
which went: 1.My children should study English and Chinese seriously; 2. They
should understand Buddhist principles; 3. They should follow instructions in
accordance with Buddhadharma.

Cheelim said, “Jin Jia Shi was a great mother, but she was also our Good
Knowing advisor. When we were young, Jin Jia Shi frequently brought us
to Buddhist temples to attend ceremonies. She also bought us Buddhist
storybooks. Our childhood was different because of her.”

Her body was sent back from Sacramento to CTTB on November 11.
People recited Amitabha Buddha’s name non-stop for Dharma Master Jin Jia
until the day of funeral service. Numerous pink sharira crystals were found in
her ashes after cremation. The colors of those sharira crystals are so beautiful
just like her admiration for the Buddhadharma and are representative of her

upholding the precepts purely. g
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