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His son said, “Tomorrow you will only
get to eat one rotten egg and half a bowl
of burntmillet gruel. That is your food for
tomorrow.” “As rich and powerful as I am,
how can I end up eating only rotten and
burnt food?”

Early the next morning, the father
immediately began butchering chickens
and ducks, preparing fish and meat, making
superb dishes. Just as he sat down to eat, his
superior sent an order, immediately wanting
him to go somewhere to suppress some
bandits. He could not delay for one second.
Leaving all the cooked food, not having
touched any of it at all, he rushed off to quell
the bandits.

The battle ensued in a chaotic blur; he
attacked the bandits and the bandits attacked
him back. It was tumultuous. After several
hours, he and his men chased the bandits
away. He hadn’t eaten and it wasn’t easy to
find anyone who could feed him. When they
finally found a family, it must have been
one of the poorest because the head of the
household told them there was nothing to
eat. They searched anyway, but found no
rice, no noodles, and no vegetables. The
only food was a rotten egg and half a bowl
of burnt millet gruel prepared for a pregnant
woman in the household. They were told by
the householders, “If you want to eat, you
can have this. We can go without.”

The commander was so hungry he
immediately ate that food. Since his
subordinates had not been preparing any
fine foods, they had had time to eat before
the battle. The commander was the only
one who had not eaten. After he ate that
rotten egg and half a bowl of millet gruel,
he remembered that his son had said he
would only eat those things on this day and
that’s exactly what he did eat! From then on,
knowing that his son was an officer of the yin

realm, the father let his son be. This is about
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a food spirit.

Grass and wood spirits. There are spirits in grass, spirits in woods
and spirits in trees.

I told you earlier that whether you believe in spirits or not, they exist.
It is not the case that spirits do not exist because you do not believe they
exist. Most people will say what exists for them is what they believe in,
and what they do not believe in does not exist for them. With these things
though, they exist whether you believe it or not. For instance, there are
gold mines in the ground whether you know it or not, believe it or not.
You believe that there are spirits when you know they exist, whereas you
do not believe there are these spirits if you do not know they exist. It is
not that the spirits are non-existent, it’s only that you do not know they
exist. You don’t have that wisdom. We should not simply follow other’s
mistaken views.

And other such spirits. There are so many spirits—not just the ones
brought up here. There are lots more. Many others in addition to the
ones mentioned here, came and gathered together at the Trayastrimsha
Heaven to listen to the Buddha speak the Dharma.

There are many natural and manmade disasters occurring in San
Francisco now. Most recently a hurricane in the US killed more than
90 people in the disaster area. This kind of disaster occurs because living
beings’ evil karma has ripened. Some said that around May of last year
seismologists predicted earthquakes, but I guaranteed that as long as I am
in San Francisco, there will be no earthquakes. This guarantee does not
apply when I am somewhere else outside of San Francisco.

I do not like earthquakes; I do not want people around me to be
swept into the ocean. That’s because I do not want to see the dragon king,.
I do not want to befriend the sea spirit with eight heads, eight legs and 18
tails. Out of the eight heads, four have male features and four have female
features. One body with eight heads of four couples is very strange. It also
does strange things; it is very special. I do not want to interact with it or
let people who stay with me see it. I am not being selfish. It’s just that
nothing good will come from visiting it.

Someone told me again this year that there will be earthquakes in
March or April and asked if I would continue my insurance policy;
would that insurance be available again? It is the same. In short, do not
forget what I said last year: On the days I am in San Francisco, I guarantee
there will be no major earthquakes, although I'm not guaranteeing minor
incidents. During this age when the Dharma is declining, there are many
natural and manmade disasters, so I hope everyone will recite the name of
Bodhisattva Contemplating the World’s Sounds more; recite Earth Store
King Bodhisattva’s name more. This way, San Francisco will be as stable

as Mt. Tai, without major problems.

s To be continued
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