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42. Awakening a Shrew

In the village where the Venerable Master lived, a woman named Mu-hang Yuan
was notorious for her ill-tempered and belligerent ways. She not only did not
honor her husband, but mistreated her parents-in-law. She did not get along
with her sisters-in-law and was hostile to the neighbors. Not only that, she even
disregarded the ghosts and gods and maliciously slandered them. Of course, she
did not believe in the law of cause and effect. In short, she had committed so
many bad deeds and done so few good deeds, that people in the village called
her “Tigress.”

One day, Ms. Yuan joined some villagers in visiting the Master. When she
saw the Master sitting in full lotus, holding his palms together, facing the west
and reciting “Na Mo A Mi To Fo” (Amitabha Buddha), she became confused and
asked, “What are you doing?” The Master replied, “To repay the kindness of my
mother in raising and educating me, I am reciting the Buddha’s name in order
to rescue her from suffering, wishing her to be reborn in Western Pure Land of
Ultimate Bliss. That is my filial duty.”

After hearing this, Ms. Yuan became frightened and said, “Before, I did not
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know the principle of being a human and did not believe in cause and effect, so
I was constantly offending people. Now that I have heard your kind teaching, I
regret what I have done.” With tears in her eyes, she and knelt down and begged
the Master to help her.

The Master said, “Now that you know your past mistakes, it is time for you
to find your conscience and develop your good roots. Don’t be so sad! People
are not saints. Who has never made a mistake? As long as you sincerely repent,
even the worst offense can be eradicated. As for your past deeds, regard them
as if they died yesterday. From now on, you should do things to benefit others
and promote Buddhism as a lay person by exhorting people to do the same and
take refuge with the Three Jewels. When your meritorious virtue is ripe, your
past bad karma will be eliminated. Why? It is a great good if an evil person
becomes benevolent; it is a great evil if a benevolent person becomes evil.” After
listening to the Master’s teaching, Ms. Yuan dried her tears and smiled. She
happily bowed to the Master three times and requested to take refuge.

After taking refuge with the Three Jewels, Mu-hang Yuan not only changed
her past ways, but recited the Buddha’s name and became vegetarian. She set
out to spread Buddhism everywhere, exhorting people for almost ten years.
Due to her influence, more than 800 people took refuge under the Master. Her
relatives, friends, and neighbors found her to be a totally different person and
began to call her by a new name “Guanyin Who Guides Others.”

In late August, the year 1944, Ms. Yuan told her family in advance, “I did a
lot of evil deeds in the past. Yet I took refuge with the Three Jewels and corrected
my past mistakes. I turned toward goodness and exhorted people to also change.
Because of my meritorious virtue, the Master told me that the 19th of this
September is my good day because I will be reborn in the Pure Land. Don’t be
sad! At that time you need only recite the Buddha’s name for me.” On that very
day, as she foresaw, at the age of 69, she placed her palms together and passed
away with a smile in the sound of the Buddha’s name being recited.
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From time without beginning, human beings have been dominated by
ignorance, living in deep darkness of illusions, and allowing ice to so
excessively form into such a thick block that hot water can no longer
instantly melt it. This analogy reminds us that we must scrub today, polish
tomorrow, and constantly brush the mirror so that it will begin shining
like a bright jewel over again. What we do in the seven-day Chan Session
or Buddha Recitation Session is no different from polishing the mirror.
We are basically brushing off dust from the mirror to uncover our inherent
Buddha nature and thus become awakened.

English Translation by Anne Chen
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