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ROLL FIVE, CHAPTER SEVENTEEN: DISCRIMINATION OF MERIT AND VIRTUE

&4tk A% Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

MREE Z 1204k Translated by the International Translation Institute

%278 Revised Version

The Bodhisattvas as many as the dust motes of two thousand
middle lands who became capable of turning the pure Dharma-
wheel were those who had certified to the Second of the Ten
Grounds, the Ground of Leaving Filth.

The Bodhisattvas as many as dust motes in a thousand minor-
sized lands who were to gain anuttarasamyaksambodhi after eight
lives were those Bodhisattvas who went from the second to the
third and completely certified to the fourth ground as defined by
the Perfect Teaching. (The fourth ground of the Perfect Teaching
is not the same as the fourth ground of the Special Teaching or
the Penetrating Teaching. That’s because each of these teachings
describes a different kind of level of accomplishment.)

This process of going from the second to the fourth ground is
called “increasing in the Way, decreasing in life.” What does that
mean? It means one increases one’s wisdom of the Middle Way
and decreases in the amount of change birth and death that one
still harbors. “Change birth and death” refers to the continual
rising and cessation of thoughts in the mind. Those of the first
and second ground do not have share and section birth and death,
only change birth and death.

When onegoes from thesecond and obtains complete certification
to the fourth ground, according to the Perfect Teaching, only eight
of the last nine portions of very subtle ignorance remain. Thus
the life one decreases is not the life of share and section birth and
death, but rather the life of change birth and death.

As one cuts off the categories, one advances through the grounds.
These are view delusions, thought delusions, and delusions from
ignorance. There are 88 portions of view delusions, 81 portions
of thought delusions. So by the fourth ground, only the last eight
portions of delusions from ignorance remain. These eight final
portions of ignorance are very fine and subtle. When one gets rid
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of one portion of ignorance, one certifies to the next ground. And so
from the fourth ground, when the last eight portions are abolished,
one attains the position of Wonderful Enlightenment.

When there are just four portions left to cut off, the Bodhisattva
has reached the eighth ground. The fifth, sixth, and seventh grounds
are not explicated here. The level of a Bodhisattva at the eighth
ground is distinct from the Bodhisattva at the seventh ground. If
the eighth ground Bodhisattva wishes to come to our world to teach
and transform living beings, he will be born “wearing clothes.” That
means he is born in a flesh caul, like the Venerable Elder Master Hsii
Yiin. But this kind of eighth ground Bodhisattva very rarely enters
the world. There is a saying:

Bodhisattvas are confused by birth;
Arhats become muddled when they dwell in the womb.

Even eighth stage Bodhisattvas get confused by having to dwell in
a womb and being born; thus they have to cultivate again when they
come to this world. That’s why the Venerable Elder Master Hsii Yiin
did not get enlightened until he was 56 years old. But when he did,
his enlightenment was such that he went back to the original source
and knew what he looked like before his parents gave birth to him.

Sutra:

As the Buddha proclaimed these great advantages in the Dharma
that the Bodhisattvas Mahasattvas had attained, there rained from
empty space mandarava flowers and mahamandarava flowers,
which floated down and settled upon the Buddhas seated on
lion thrones beneath limitless hundreds of thousands of myriads
of millions of jeweled trees, as well as upon both Shakyamuni
Buddha and Long-Since Well Gone One Many Jewels Thus Come
One, seated together on the lion throne within the stupa of Seven
Treasures. The flowers also settled upon the great Bodhisattvas
and the fourfold assembly.

Commentary:

When you wish to ask questions about the Dharma, you should do so
in a proper manner. Use your samadhi power. Don't joke or laugh. If
you have samadhi power, then you can develop the power of wisdom.
With the power of wisdom you can come to understand what you
don’t yet understand. If you don’t use your samadhi power, you won't
gain wisdom power and will never be able to understand. When
seeking the Dharma, you must be upright and proper and act always
as if the Buddha were right in front of you, right behind you, and to
the left and right of you. If you remember that the Buddha is always
right there with you, you won’t be silly and disrespectful.

s> To be continued



