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The Dharma-Rain and Lamp of the Mind Illuminates

the Past and Present (continued)
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SELECTED TALKS FROM THE VENERABLE MASTER HSUAN HUA’S VISIT TO ASIA FROM WINTER 1974 TO SPRING 1975
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323 ENGLISH TRANSLATED BY SHRAMANERIKA JIN JING

Kao-hsiuna Buddhist Association of Taiwan,
January 9, 1975

There are only a few days left before Chinese New Year. Prior to
my speech, I’d like to wish everyone a Happy New Year. You must
remember that this New Year I am referring to is that of the solar
calendar not that of the lunar calendar. However, I still wish you a
prosperous new year. Some think, “I have heard this Dharma
Master’s name. I have also met him now. He is actually so secular
and speaks the words that ordinary people speak. Therefore, I think
what he is about to say is probably meaningless.”

There is one more thing I want to clarify with you. This Ameri-
can monk, Heng Yo, said that you have met a good and wise teacher
(referring to the Venerable Master). This is a wrong point of view.
Why? Because he left the home-life under me, he should not intro-
duce me that way to the public even if I am his good and wise
teacher. This is his silly thought alone; I am not a good and wise
teacher.

Why do I say it is his silly thought? It’s because he is a disciple
of mine, and no one should praise his own teacher like that. Such
behavior is quite silly and stupid. Therefore, I must first rectify his
incorrect way of thinking. Although I do not dare to admit that I
am a good and wise teacher, I am willing to learn from good and
wise teachers from the past, the present and the future. I am willing
to learn from them, and from those who are not yet successful
good and wise teachers.

Now, I will dive into today’s topic “The New Trend of Devel-
opment in Modern Buddhism.” This is where Buddhists should
broaden their vision to encompass the entire world rather than just
knowing about the affairs of their own place or their own country.
In whatever they think or say, they should not limit themselves to
the small self. Contemporary Buddhism should develop
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internationally. Since this is the scientific era, everything is de-
veloping and has new improvement. We Buddhists will fall be-
hind if we still cling to old and traditional ways of thinking.
It’s not the case that other people are criticizing us for being
old-fashioned. We ourselves must give rise to great shame and
recognize that what we are doing now no longer conforms to
and meets the current demands of this time.

Buddhism in China is mistakenly considered the posses-
sion of Chinese people. This is a wrong concept. Buddhism
does not belong to India, China, Thailand, Burma, Sri Lanka,
Japan or Korea. It belongs to no country and yet it includes
every country. In our outlook on Buddhism, we should open
our hearts and rid ourselves of the views of self and others.
We should advance toward the world and think for the world.
Therefore, my notion of Buddhism is vast, not narrow; it ex-
tends to the far reaches of space and pervades the Dharma
Realm. Since it extends to the reaches of space and the Dharma
Realm, it includes all religions, all human beings and all ethnic
groups. There is no boundary or limit; it is so great that there
is no outside yet so small that there is no inside. Therefore,
Buddhism can also be called the teaching of living beings, of
people and of the mind. Every being has a mind, which is
inclusive of everything and anything. Hence, we can use the
above names to describe Buddhism. So, we should not have
the misconception that Buddhism is Chinese or Japanese like
before.

The United States is a country in which Catholicism,
Protestantism, and Judaism prevail, but where Buddhism does
not exist. Now we are promoting the teachings of the Buddha
to the countries where Buddhism does not exist. Think about
it, everyone. If the doctrines of Buddhism were not so
immense, how could it include all other religions within it?
Therefore, the new trend for Buddhism is to go international.
Some say, “You mention ‘all human beings’; whether they be-
lieve in Buddhism or not, do you also consider them
Buddhists?” The Catholics and Protestants who slander and
criticize Buddhism are actually the protectors of Buddhism;
they help Buddhism by standing on the negative side. Whether
they believe in Buddhism or not is just a temporary issue, not
an eternal one. Although they don’t believe in Buddhism today,
they will tomorrow. If they don’t tomorrow, they will the day
after. If they don’t believe in it this month, they will change
their mind a month later. Even if they don’t believe it this
year, they will in another year. In short, there is going to be a
day when they have faith in Buddhism. Or even if they do not
believe it this life, they will the next life when their thinking
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changes.

What other principles are there to prove that all people
are Buddhists? Whether you believe in Buddhism or not,
you are a Buddhist. How so? This was actually said by our
Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha. What did he
say? He said, “All living beings have the Buddha nature
and can become Buddhas.” Think about his words. If
one does not believe in Buddhism, is this person consid-
ered a living being? Since he is one of the living beings,
you cannot give him or her another name. Hence, he also
has the Buddha nature and will become Buddha in the
future. Even if he does not believe in Buddhism, you can
ask him if he is going to title himself another name other
than a living being.

Who has the guts to claim that he is not a living being?
What is he if he is not a living being? “God!” God is also
included in Buddhism, how much to more a person who
dates not profess to be God. Catholics place the Lord on
the very top as he is the most supreme. However, Bud-
dhists and the Buddha are level and equal. As it is said,
“All dharmas are level and equal. There is not one that is
higher or lower.” We are the Buddhas-to-be who have not
realized Buddhahood, whereas the Buddha is one who
has accomplished Buddhahood. If we have firm aspira-
tion and determination, we will soon become Buddhas.
Therefore, Buddhism is level and equal instead of being
authoritative or dictatorial. It’s most fair for everyone to
be a Buddhist.

Some came to ask me, “You mentioned that slander-
ing Buddhism is just supporting and protecting Buddhism.
I absolutely do not accept this theory.” If you don’t ac-
cept it, I will not coerce you to. Think about this: if Bud-
dhism itself is wholesome and genuine, why should we
fear that people would malign it? Even if one slanders it,
it’s not a problem. On the other hand, if Buddhism is not
well-developed, the Dharma will perish even if no one
slanders it. It’s analogous to a person being sick. Some-
one says, “You are really healthy and in high spirits. You
are such a strong man.” What use is this praise if you are
hopelessly and terminally ill. If Buddhism itself is well-
developed, we have no fear if anyone slanders it. If it’s
not well-developed and is plagued by errors, we should
improve and readily accept good advice. We shall not cover

our faults to deceive people in the world.
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