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A TALK GIVEN BY ROBERT S. BLOCK IN DAO YUAN HALL
AT THE CITY OF TEN THOUSAND BUDDHAS ON MARCH 25, 2006
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On this, the 30" anniversary of the Instilling Goodness
& Developing Virtue Schools IGDVS), Dr. Yeh and
Priscilla Yeh asked me to talk with you about “Living

a Meaningful Life”. They wanted me to tell you about
myself, what I have done and what I have learned in
my 78 years aboard spaceship Earth.

So here’s a bit about who I am, what I have done
and, a heaping of what I have learned. My wonderful
wife, Carol, and I have been married for 55 V2 years. ..
and it doesn’t seem like a day more than 55 %4. We have
two marvelous children, Debbie, who has 2 sons and
David who has 2 sons and 2 daughters. All of our im-
mediate family lives in Reno, Nevada except for one of
our grandchildren who works in our family businesses
and lives in LA.

I'm an inventor with about 200 US and foreign
patents and am often called a serial entrepreneur. I am
currently involved in multiple business activities in the
US and overseas. I’'m a lot like horse manure. .. you can
find me almost everywhere. My undergraduate degree
is in education. Learning to learn and learning to teach
have been two of the most important skills in my life.
I also graduated from the US Army Medical Corps
School of Pharmacy, I have a degree in foreign trade
from the Latin American Institute and an honorary
doctorate awarded to me by the United States Sports
Academy, America’s only accredited Sports University.
I'm a founder of the Academy, its first chairman and
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have been a Trustee for all of its 34 years.
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I was a combat medic and later a pharmacist in the US
Medical Corps at the end of WW-II. In the late 1940s I owned
an Export/Import company while going to college. Right after
college I worked for an airline that started the concept of low
cost coach air travel.

In the early 1950s I sold television programs to stations and
sponsors. In the mid 1950s I founded an advertising agency that
became the 55" largest in the world.

In the mid 1970s I sold my advertising agency and became a
founder of the pay-tv industry. In the mid 1980s I began helping
to create the cellular telephone industry, participated in 3 of the
11 cable systems launched in England to establish cable service
in the UK and created the idea for Canal Plus, the largest and
most successful pay television service in Europe.

In the 1990s my company brought high-tech communications
to Eastern Europe and to Asia starting modern telephone com-
panies in Poland, Novosibirsk Siberia and Bangladesh and a cable
television system in Czechoslovakia (now the Czech Republic).

Since 2000 I have been involved in several business activities
in China. Currently, I am the Chairman of Landmark Entertain-
ment Group, a company involved in designing themed location
based entertainment. We designed Jurassic Park, the ride, T2-3D;
Star Trek the experience, the Forum shops at Caesars Palace and
many other entertainment facilities around the world. We are now
doing a lot of work in China, Korea and soon Dubai and Russia.
Another company, American Entertainment International books
major acts like Mariah Carey, Lee Ann Rimes, and Michelle Quan.
I am the founder and chairman of 3D Business Tools Enterprise
Management System, a large software suite that I designed to
help businesspeople make better business decisions. It is in con-
nection with 3D Business Tools that I work with your wonderful
and brilliant Dr. Ray Yeh.

I am chairman of ShipCom, America’s only HF radio facility
that provides voice, e-mail and data services to ships at sea. I am
also the Chairman of ITG a joint venture company that solved the
problem of connecting non-compatible communication systems.
You may not know that Police departments, Fire departments,
Sheriff Departments, Highway Patrol, Hospital Ambulances, and
so on cannot talk with each other over their radios because they
use radio systems that are not compatible. This is a tremendous
problem for Homeland Security. Our company has designed an
elegant, inexpensive and efficient way to overcome this problem
without changing anyone’s radio system. We call it a Smart Net-
work Platform.

Immediately following hurricane Katrina ShipCom was called
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by the US Coast Guard and asked if we could take over communi-
cation management for the Coast Guard because the roof of their
facility was blown off by the hurricane and their radio equipment
was damaged. We experienced damage from the storm as well but
we stayed on the air. Of course, we jumped in and took over com-
munications for the rescue operations as well as the sea watch for
ships at sea in trouble. Our interoperability technology was put to
the test and worked flawlessly. When you watched the Coast Guard
helicopters picking people off of roofs in New Otleans, it was our
company that was communicating with those helicopters through
our Smart Network Platform to tell them where to go. We received
a very nice award from the Coast Guard for helping them to save
the lives of 33,000 people.

So it’s pretty obvious that I keep busy. That’s the way I want it.

Now, to what I have learned.

As I thought about sharing my thoughts on “Living a Meaningful
Life” I did what I always do, I made a list. I boiled the list down to
11 of the most important lessons I've learned in my short visit to
this life. I call my list, “Lessons to LIVE By”. So here goes, Lesson

number 1

1. Everything is connected to everything — Once you understand
that everything is connected to everything, everything also becomes
interesting and relevant. Seeing connectedness is an important talent.
When you look for connectedness you are sure to find it... every-
where. Here are two examples of connectedness:

My being here today is the first example. If even one of you
leaves with a better chance to live a meaningful life because of what I
say today, it will make my life more meaningful. Though we’ve never
met, you and I are connected; we’ve always been connected because
everything is connected to everything.

On another level, if there ever was a challenge to the postulate
that everything is connected to everything, Einstein certainly ended
the discussion with a famous equation E=mc*.

During the summer of 1905, while working in the patent office
in Bern, Switzerland, Albert Einstein realized that his Special Theory
of Relativity, published in June of that year, implied a startling rela-
tionship between matter and energy heretofore not understood. That
led Einstein to wonder whether “the Lord might be laughing ... and
leading me around by the nose.”

In September Einstein wrote a three-page supplement to his
Special Theory of Relativity. It is probably the most profound af-
terthought in the history of science. The final equation of Einstein’s
short article was E = mc% So what does E = mc? have to do with

“Everything is connected to everything” or with you, or with Living
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a Meaningful Life? The answer is, everything... everything
you do, every move you make and every thought you have
maps directly to E = mc? Einstein’s simple equation explains
a fundamental truth about how the universe works. It’s an
equation that speaks of the building blocks of everything,
matter (or mass) and energy and the remarkable relationship
between them. Unfortunately, it goes largely unnoticed in
our everyday life.

When I was in grade school, I was taught that “matter
and energy are different and that neither could be created
nor destroyed”. In the 8" grade, when I wrote a paper on
Einstein’s Theory of Relativity and the implications of E =
mc? for my science class the teacher told me that there were
only 12 people in the world that understood Einstein’s theory.
I brashly told her that I understood it and thatif she read my
paper and tried hard, she could probably understand it too.
Of course, I didn’t really understand Einstein’s work but I
did understand enough to know that what they were teach-
ing me about matter and energy in school was not correct.
Matter and energy were the same thing in different forms...
like water is a liquid until it gets cold enough to become ice
and then it’s a solid. You can think of mass (mattet) as a
frozen form of energy.

Of course, E = mc? is the fundamental concept that un-
derlies atomic energy and atomic bombs. .. a subject we hear
about and read about in the headlines every day... another
way everything is connected to everything.

When you understand that everything is connected to
everything you will realize that, what you say and what you
do affects everything and everyone. Your life has meaning
and you get to decide what that meaning is. This leads to

my second lesson to live by. #)To be continued

About the speaker: Mr. Blark is a serial entrepreneur, an
innovatot, and a compassionate human being. As a person
who is interested in almost everything, Mr. Blark has a long
and successful career and widely known for his innovative
work. From the community services he rendered in the past,
giving back to the society and helping to make the world a
peaceful place is something rooted deeply in his heart.
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