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THE TWENTY-THIRD PATRIARCH
THE VENERABLE HAKLENA

Wher we hea abou eact of the Patriarch’ adorner appearanct anc the ways in which they conduc:
themselve: we shoulc reflect anc se¢ how we ourselve measur up. We shoulc ask ourselve if we
are emulatin¢ the Patriarch anc being their gooc disciples It's just the same¢ as the way in which sons;
anc daughter shoulc reflect on whethe they are being filial childrer whao are obedien to their
parents As Buddhis disciples

Wher we se¢ worthy people we shoulc emulatcthem
Wher we encounte thos¢ wha are not worthy, we shoulc refleci to
make sure we are nol thai way.

THE VENERABLE ONE WAS A NATIVE OF THE COUNTRY OF TOKHARA. Thatis a country
in India. HE LEFT HOME AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-TWO. FLOCKS OF CRANESUSELC TO
FOLLOW THE VENERABLE ONE CONSTANTLY. The transliteratiol of this Patriarch' name:
use: character which mear "crane-power becaus everywher he weni he was escorte by white
cranes The grea birds would call, cry, anc chatter just as if they were conversini with the Patriarch
"Crane-power. Strange huh? At the City of 10,00( Buddha there is alsc a flock of white
cranes But they don' follow anybod around | bet they would for sure if Patriarcl Haklen: were
here



HE ASKED THE TWENTY-SECONL PATRARCH MAHORHITA, "WHAT METHOD CAN |
USE TO LIBERATE THEM? | neec some advice from the Patriarch Whai expedier mean shoulc |
use to helg thest birds gair liberatior sc they car leave suffering anc obtair bliss?' As to liberation
basically there is nothing tying living beings up to begir with. Sc why aren' they free”. It's becaus 2
they have attachment: Sc living being: enc up tying themselve in knots They are like the silkworm
which spins its own shroud Fundamentall there is na suct thing as liberatior or a lack of it.

THE PATRIARCH SAID, "I HAVE AN UNSURPASSEI DHARMA JEWEL YOU SHOULD
LISTEN TO IT, ACCEPT IT, AND USE IT TO TRANSFORN BEINGS FROM NOW TO THE
ENDS OF FUTURE TIME. Thereis nothing highel thar this Dharma It's supreme- unmatchec But
you have to hea it anc accep it anc ther you car save living beings throughou all of future time anc
still you won't use up this Dharma.”

HE, the Twenty-secon Patriarch THEN SPOKE THIS VERSE

THE MIND FOLLOWE STATES AND TURNS

THE PLACE OF TURNING IS TRULY SECRETAND SUBTLE.

IF FOLLOWING THE FLOW ONE CAN RECOGNIZE ONES OWN
NATURE

ONE THEN HAS NO DELIGHTS AND ALSO HAS NO WORRIES

All kinds of state appeal butl the mind shoulc learr to "turn” the state insteac of beinc turnec by
them If you car be like that you are in a state¢ of unmovin¢ Suchnes anc are always cleal anc bright.
The place where the mind's turning take: place is quite inconceivabl anc wonderful It's a subtle
point.

Seein(phenomen anc awakeninito phenomeni one car transcen the world.
Seein( phenomen anc bein¢ confuser by phenomeni one falls into
the whee of mundan rebirth

The eyes se¢ forms anc shapes but inside there is nothing
The ear«hea defiling sounds but the mind does not know of them

Wher the mind moves hundred of phenomen arise
Wher the mind stops the myriac matter: ceas to be

Wher the mind stops anc thought: are cut off one knows true wealtt anc honor
Wher selfist desire are completel severec one become a true field of blessings .

Thest all describi the meanin of the Patriarch’ verse The essentic point is thal the mind shoulc not
be turnec by any of the myriac state thai arisen The myriac phenomen anc infinite numbe of
creature are all speakini the Dharm: for us There isn't anything in this world that isn't a Dharma-
lessor It just remain: to be seel if we are able to hea what'« bein¢ expresse anc to understan wha
we perceive If we understan our minds ther we car "turn” states If not, we will be turned

Fame anc profit is what people like. No one wants to dea with the
big matte of birth anc death



Purity is wealth bui nc one thinks of that
Afflictions creatt offenses but everyoniis greed: for more of them

Every househol has its afflictions anc difficulties--quarrels problems arguments worries hassles,,
anc struggles They're all part of a big noisy mess But if we car be cleal abou what'« goinc on while
right in the midst of it, knowing "Ah! The myriac creature are speakin(the Dharma!' ther all these:
bothersom things becom: expedier Dharma-door to helg us "confront state: without a mind,"
sc thal we "turn the states anc don't let ourselve gei turnec instead With true anc prope wisdon
anc samadhi-powe we car do this. It's al the place of the mind's turninc thal one car ente ar
inconceivabl state of mind. If one car understan one: own self-naturt while in the midst of
accordin¢with mundan dharmas ther one will truly know that the self-naturtis not produceranc not
destroyec not defilec anc notl pure anc tha it does not increas or decreast The self-natur: is pure
anc unhinderec But one can" just moutt sucl dharma while indulginc in "intellectua zer
banter. One mus truly reacl thai level of understandint One has to ge! the news anc be able
to decipheit. Asthe Gold Mountair Motto says

Freezin(to death we da not climb on conditions.

Starving to death we dc not manipulat conditions.

Dying of poverty we da not seel conditions.

Accordin¢ with conditions we dc nol change anc yet

While not changing we accorc with conditions.

Thest are the three grea guideline: we embody

We practice renunciatiol as a way to do the Buddha' work.

We take builidng our lives as our own responsibility

We advocat revolutior as a mean to rectify the matter: of the Sanghe

Jus within phenomen we understan noumenor

Understandin noumeno is just phenomen; .

In this way we perpetuat the continuou pulse of the Patriarchs Mind-
Transmissior .

WHEN THE FLOCKS OF CRANES HEARD THAT VERSE THEY FLEW UP IN THE AIR
CALLING OUT THEIR CRIES AND DISAPPEARED.

THE VENERABLE ONE THEN OBTAINED THE DHARMA AND TRAVELLED, TEACHING
UNTIL HE REACHELC CENTRAL INDIA. THERE HE TRANSMITTED THE DHARMA TO
ARYASIMHA, MANIFESTED THE EIGHTEEN TRANSFORMATIONS AND RETURNEL TO
STILLNESS The Eighteer Transformation include suct miraculou: abilities as standin¢ in
empty space lying dowr in empty space sitting in empty space sendin( watel out of the uppe pari
of one'«body anc fire out the lower part sendin¢fire out of the uppe pari of one': body anc watei out
the lower part anc othel suct powers.

A VERSE IN PRAISE OF HIM SAYS:

HE WENT TO THE DRAGON PALACE TO SPEAK DHARMA

AND HIS WAY PROVIDELC FOR THE FEATHEREL FLOCKS

WHEN DIRECTELC TO IT, THEY RETURNEL TO THEIR OWN
SOURCE.



AT AN OPENINC IN THE CROWN OF HIS HEAD ANOTHER EYE
OPENED

HE HAD A LION FORA DISCIPLE

AND CHANTED THE SONC FOR RETURNINC HOME.

THE COUNTRY OF TOKHARA HE CAME FROM

WAS PERFUMEL WITH THE INCENSE OF FAITH.

The Venerabl Haklen: weni to the Dragor Palaci to explair the Dharme anc his Way-Virtue taugh .
anc transforme: the birds as well. Upor hearin¢ a verse they founc their way home The "lion"

disciple was the Twenty-fourtl Patriarch the Bhikshu Lion--Aryasimbha Wher the people of his
native lanc hear this Patriarch’ Dharma a rare fragranc: filled the roorr anc they were blesse with

the pure flavor of Dharma This faith-fragranc continue« unbroker as a memoria to this Patriarch.

ANOTHER VERSE IN HIS PRAISE SAYS:

THE CREATURES THAT COME TO BE IN HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH ARE RARE AND INCONCEIVABLE.
THE CRANES FOLLOWING THE VENERABLE ONE STARTLED
THE STUPIC AND CONFUSED
IF THE MIND IS TURNED BY STATES ONE IS NOT FREE AND
AT EASE
WHEN THE NATURE IS OBSCUREL AS IF BY CLOUDS
ONE IS OBSTRUCTEL FROM BODHI.
THE SEA OF SUFFERINC IS BOUNDLESS
BUT A TURN OF THE HEAD IS THE OTHER SHORE
THERE IS A WAY TO THE LOTUS LAND: TAKE ONE STEF AND
YOU WILL BE THERE
THOSE SUCCESSFU FROM OF OLD TO NOW ALL RELY ON
PATIENCE
SC BE COURAGEOUS AND VIGOROUS AND DO NOT HARBOR
FOX-LIKE DOUBTS!
The birds accompanie the Patriarcl sc as to give people somethin: strang to se¢ to helg wake therr
up. After all, if ever crane recogniz: the Patriarch isn'l it abou time peopl¢ came to study the
Buddhadharme The "clouds' thal covel the nature are the confusion: thal resul from emotion: anc
love. One car go to the Lanc of Ultimate Bliss by recitinc the Buddha' name anc resolving to
cultivate Sc don't worry! The accomplishmen of all the worthy ones are due to their powel of
patience Sc we shoulc take a lessor anc nol allow ourselve to gel caugh up in a lot of
calculater thinking--tryinc to be smar anc figure everythin¢out. Tharjust lead: to lots of doubts.



