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THE TWENTY-THIRD PATRIARCH
THE VENERABLE HAKLENA

Whenwe hearabouteachof thePatriarch'sadornedappearancesandthewaysin which they conduct
themselves,we shouldreflect andseehow we ourselvesmeasureup. We shouldaskourselvesif we
areemulatingthePatriarchsandbeingtheir gooddisciples. It's just thesameastheway in which sons
and daughtersshould reflect on whether they are being filial children who are obedientto their
parents.As Buddhistdisciples:

Whenweseeworthy people,weshouldemulatethem.
Whenwe encounterthosewho arenot worthy, we shouldreflect to
makesurewe arenot thatway.

THE VENERABLE ONE WAS A NATIVE OF THE COUNTRY OF TOKHARA. That is a country
in India. HE LEFT HOME AT THE AGE OF TWENTY-TWO. FLOCKS OF CRANESUSED TO
FOLLOW THE VENERABLE ONE CONSTANTLY. The transliterationof this Patriarch'sname
usescharacterswhich mean"crane-power"becauseeverywherehe went he was escortedby white
cranes.Thegreatbirdswould call, cry, andchatter,just asif theywereconversingwith thePatriarch
"Crane-power."Strange,huh? At the City of 10,000 Buddhas there is also a flock of white
cranes. But they don't follow anybodyaround. I bet they would for sureif PatriarchHaklenawere
here.



HE ASKED THE TWENTY-SECOND PATRARCH, MAHORHITA, "WHAT METHOD CAN I
USETO LIBERATE THEM? I needsomeadvicefrom thePatriarch.WhatexpedientmeansshouldI
useto help thesebirds gain liberationso they canleavesufferingandobtainbliss?" As to liberation,
basicallythereis nothingtying living beingsup to beginwith. So why aren'tthey free? It's because
theyhaveattachments.Soliving beingsendup tying themselvesin knots. Theyarelike thesilkworm
whichspinsits own shroud.Fundamentallythereis no suchthing asliberationor a lack of it.

THE PATRIARCH SAID, "I HAVE AN UNSURPASSEDDHARMA JEWEL. YOU SHOULD
LISTEN TO IT, ACCEPT IT, AND USE IT TO TRANSFORM BEINGS FROM NOW TO THE
ENDSOF FUTURETIME. Thereis nothinghigherthanthis Dharma. It's supreme--unmatched.But
you haveto hearit andacceptit andthenyou cansaveliving beingsthroughoutall of future time and
still you won'tuseup this Dharma."

HE, theTwenty-secondPatriarch,THEN SPOKETHIS VERSE:

THE MIND FOLLOWSSTATESAND TURNS.
THE PLACE OF TURNING IS TRULY SECRETAND SUBTLE.
IF FOLLOWING THE FLOW ONE CAN RECOGNIZEONES OWN

NATURE
ONETHEN HAS NO DELIGHTS AND ALSO HAS NO WORRIES.

All kinds of statesappear,but the mind shouldlearn to "turn" the statesinsteadof being turnedby
them. If you canbelike that,you arein a stateof unmovingSuchnessandarealwaysclearandbright.
The placewhere the mind's turning takesplace is quite inconceivableand wonderful. It's a subtle
point.

Seeingphenomenaandawakeningto phenomena,onecantranscendtheworld.
Seeing phenomenaand being confused by phenomena,one falls into

thewheelof mundanerebirth.

Theeyesseeformsandshapes,but insidethereis nothing.
Theearsheardefiling sounds,but themind doesnot knowof them.

Whenthemindmoves,hundredsof phenomenaarise.
Whenthemindstops,themyriadmattersceaseto be.

Whenthemindstopsandthoughtsarecut off oneknowstruewealthandhonor.
Whenselfishdesiresarecompletelysevered,onebecomesa truefield of blessings.

Theseall describethemeaningof thePatriarch'sverse. Theessentialpoint is that themind shouldnot
be turned by any of the myriad statesthat arisen,The myriad phenomenaand infinite numberof
creaturesareall speakingthe Dharmafor us. Thereisn't anythingin this world that isn't a Dharma-
lesson. It just remainsto beseenif we areableto hearwhat'sbeingexpressedandto understandwhat
weperceive.If weunderstandourminds,thenwe can"turn" states.If not,wewill beturned.

Fameand profit is what people like. No one wants to deal with the
big matterof birth anddeath.



Purity is wealth,butno onethinksof that.
Afflictions createoffenses,but everyoneis greedyfor moreof them.

Every householdhas its afflictions and difficulties--quarrels,problems,arguments,worries, hassles,
andstruggles.They'reall partof a big noisymess.But if we canbeclearaboutwhat'sgoingon while
right in themidstof it, knowing,"Ah! ThemyriadcreaturesarespeakingtheDharma!"thenall these
bothersomethings becomeexpedientDharma-doorsto help us "confront stateswithout a mind,"
so that we "turn the states"anddon't let ourselvesget turnedinstead. With true andproperwisdom
and samadhi-power,we can do this. It's at the place of the mind's turning that one can enter an
inconceivablestate of mind. If one can understandones own self-naturewhile in the midst of
accordingwith mundanedharmas,thenonewill truly know thattheself-natureis not producedandnot
destroyed,not defiled andnot pure,andthat it doesnot increaseor decrease.The self-natureis pure
and unhindered. But one can't just mouth such dharmaswhile indulging in "intellectual zen
banter." One must truly reachthat level of understanding. One has to get the news and be able
to decipherit. As theGold MountainMotto says:

Freezingto death,wedo not climb on conditions.
Starvingto death,we do notmanipulateconditions.
Dying of poverty,wedo not seekconditions.
Accordingwith conditions,we do not change,andyet
While not changing,we accordwith conditions.
Thesearethethreegreatguidelinesweembody.
Wepracticerenunciationasa way to do theBuddha'swork.
We takebuilidngour lives asourown responsibility.
Weadvocaterevolutionasameansto rectify themattersof theSangha.
Justwithin phenomenaweunderstandnoumenon;
Understandingnoumenonis just phenomena.
In this way we perpetuatethe continuouspulseof the Patriarchs'Mind-

Transmission.

WHEN THE FLOCKS OF CRANES HEARD THAT VERSE, THEY FLEW UP IN THE AIR
CALLING OUT THEIR CRIESAND DISAPPEARED.

THE VENERABLE ONE THEN OBTAINED THE DHARMA AND TRAVELLED, TEACHING
UNTIL HE REACHED CENTRAL INDIA. THERE HE TRANSMITTED THE DHARMA TO
ARYASIMHA, MANIFESTED THE EIGHTEEN TRANSFORMATIONS,AND RETURNED TO
STILLNESS. The Eighteen Transformationsinclude such miraculous abilities as standing in
empty space,lying down in emptyspace,sitting in emptyspace,sendingwaterout of the upperpart
of one'sbodyandfire out thelower part,sendingfire out of theupperpartof one'sbodyandwaterout
thelower part,andothersuchpowers.

A VERSEIN PRAISEOF HIM SAYS:

HE WENT TO THE DRAGON PALACE TO SPEAKDHARMA
AND HIS WAY PROVIDEDFORTHE FEATHEREDFLOCKS.
WHEN DIRECTED TO IT, THEY RETURNED TO THEIR OWN

SOURCE.



AT AN OPENINGIN THE CROWNOF HIS HEAD ANOTHER EYE
OPENED.

HE HAD A LION FORA DISCIPLE,
AND CHANTED THE SONGFORRETURNINGHOME.
THE COUNTRYOF TOKHARA HE CAME FROM
WAS PERFUMEDWITH THE INCENSEOF FAITH.

The VenerableHaklenawent to the DragonPalaceto explainthe Dharmaandhis Way-Virtue taught
and transformedthe birds as well. Upon hearinga verse,they found their way home.The "lion"
disciple was the Twenty-fourthPatriarch,the Bhikshu Lion--Aryasimbha. When the peopleof his
nativelandheardthis Patriarch'sDharma,a rarefragrancefilled the room andtheywereblessedwith
thepureflavor of Dharma. This faith-fragrancecontinuedunbrokenasamemorialto this Patriarch.

ANOTHER VERSEIN HIS PRAISESAYS:

THE CREATURES THAT COME TO BE IN HEAVEN AND ON
EARTH ARE RARE AND INCONCEIVABLE.

THE CRANES FOLLOWING THE VENERABLE ONE STARTLED
THE STUPIDAND CONFUSED.

IF THE MIND IS TURNED BY STATES ONE IS NOT FREE AND
AT EASE.

WHEN THE NATURE IS OBSCUREDAS IF BY CLOUDS
ONEIS OBSTRUCTEDFROM BODHI.
THE SEAOF SUFFERINGIS BOUNDLESS
BUT A TURN OF THE HEAD IS THE OTHERSHORE.
THEREIS A WAY TO THE LOTUS LAND: TAKE ONE STEPAND

YOU WILL BE THERE.
THOSE SUCCESSFULFROM OF OLD TO NOW ALL RELY ON

PATIENCE.
SO BE COURAGEOUSAND VIGOROUSAND DO NOT HARBOR

FOX-LIKE DOUBTS!
ThebirdsaccompaniedthePatriarchsoasto give peoplesomethingstrangeto seeto helpwakethem
up. After all, if even cranesrecognizethe Patriarch,isn't it about time peoplecameto study the
Buddhadharma?The "clouds" that cover the naturearethe confusionsthat result from emotionsand
love. One can go to the Land of Ultimate Bliss by reciting the Buddha'snameand resolving to
cultivate. So don't worry! The accomplishmentsof all the worthy onesare due to their power of
patience.So we should take a lesson and not allow ourselvesto get caught up in a lot of
calculatedthinking--tryingto besmartandfigure everythingout. Thatjust leadsto lotsof doubts.


