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Confucius - A Great Educator
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Even though he constantly faced setbacks,
he never altered his principles of education.
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During the Spring and Autumn period (722-484 B.C.) of Chinese history, in 551 B.C., a great save was
born. He was Confucius. Throughout his life, he tirelessly propagated the virtues of humaneness and righteous-
ness, and the doctrines of filiality, fraternal respect, loyalty, and trustworthiness. But instead of being welcomed,
he was rejected everywhere he went. Even though he constantly faced setbacks, he never altered his principles of
education and continued promoting the way of peace and harmony.
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Confucius was a great educator. He spared no effort in promoting the
idea of equal and universal education. He was “never weary of teaching and
never tired of learning.” Instead of composing new texts, he explained the an-
cient books in a faithful and devoted fashion. In his later years, he edited the
Book of Odes, compiled the rites and music, and wrote the Spring and Autumn
Annals. The Book of Odes, the Book of History, the Book of changes, the Book
of Rites, and the Spring and Autumn Annals are now known as the Five Classics.

Confucius had three thousand students. Among these three were sev-
enty-two who mastered the six skills of rites, music, archery, charioteering, writ-
ing, and mathematics. Rites refer to the proper ceremonial rituals for weddings,
funerals, and sacrificial offerings. One has to master all six skills before one can
be considered a perfect person.

Confucius taught each person according to his or her individual poten-
tial, and he taught by example. His students can be divided into four main cate-
gories [according to their area of strength]:

Virtue, represented by Yan Hui and Min Zigian
Speech, represented by Zi Gong and Zai Wo
Politics, represented by Zi Lu and Ran You
Literature, represented by Zi Xia and Zi You

After Confucius’ death, his students split into two sects. Zeng Zi advo-
cated the propagation of the Way (Tao); Mencius represented this school, which
was later recognized as the orthodoxy. Zi Xia advocated the propagation of
classics, and that school was represented by Xun Zi. The school advocating the
propagation of classics prevailed during the Han, Tang, and Qing dynasties,
while the school advocating the propagation of the Way prevailed during the
Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties.

The noumena and phenomena in the world are all interrelated. In China,
Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism have aided each other. Confucianism is
like an elementary school for young children, Taoism is like a secondary school,
and Buddhism is like a university. The principles of these three religions are
related. Students in the elementary school don’t understand the subjects taught
at the secondary school, but university students know the curriculums of both the
elementary and secondary schools.

Confucianism teaches the principles of being a person and developing a
wholesome character. Taoism places half its emphasis on establishing a good
character and half on the cultivation of transcendental principles. For that reason
Taoist priests are like laypeople in that they do not shave their heads; however,
they do dress like the hermits of ancient times. Buddhist monks, on the other
hand, shave their hair and beard, wear clothes of dark and somber colors, and
don’t care about their external appearance. They maintain the appearance of
Bhikshus and Bhishunis and always wear their sashes.

Buddhism teaches people to cultivate the principles of world-
transcending Dharma. Is there a Buddhadharma outside of worldly
dharmas? No. As long as you truly recognize worldly dharmas and are
not deluded by them, just that is the Buddhadharma.

Some people have suggested combining the three religions into

one. Itis said,
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FZI}*EE%‘“%@** , Like the red blossom, the white root, and the green leaf of a lotus plant,
SR The three religions originate from one family.

This expressed how Confucianism, Buddhism, and Taoism are

BRI - ﬁq,%zz;@qg » Zt(z  interrelated. The roots of Buddhism, the foundation upon which faith

’ — arises, lie within Confucianism. One has to study, understand the prin-
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Dear readers:

Since the Gold Mountain Monastery Newsletter Department has received a great amount of returned
mails lately, so we want to understand our readers” situation. There may be reasons such as the person
has moved. or maybe more people start reading 1t on the DRBA website. That 1s why we hope our
readers fill in the appropriate choices below and send the completed form to us by mail as soon as
possible. or email it to newsletter@ goldmountainmonasterv.org . then we can handle it according to
vour decision. Thank vou for yvour cooperation.
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Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva

Reversing the light to shine within,
Avalokiteshvara enlightens all the sentient beings;
thus he is a Bodhisattva.

His mind is thus, thus, unmoving,

a superior one at peace;

With total understanding of the ever-shining,
he is host and master.

Six types of psychic powers are an ordinary matter,
and even less can the winds and rains
of the eight directions cause alarm.

He rolls it up and secretly hides it away;
and let it go to fill the entire world.

Therefore, the verse says, His mind is thus, thus un-
moving, a superior one at peace. “Unmoving” implies the
power of Samadhi.” “Thus, thus, unmoving” means there is
no dharma that is not thus; that is, All dharmas are
thusness-Dharma. What happens if all dharmas are thus?
That means “the mind master is at peace”. At this time, the
mind controller is peaceful. It is said in the Lotus Sutra, ,
“His mind is at peace” Being at peace is being very happy
and to posses great tranquility, all afflictions and troubles
have disappeared.

With total understanding of the ever-shining, he is
host and master. You should have the total understanding
of the ever-shining prajna wisdom. If you don’t understand,
then you do not shine; if you are not shining, then you don’t
understand. Therefore, you should understand and then un-
derstand even more, shine, and shine even more. You
should shine brightly in your total comprehension and to-
tally comprehend in shining brightness- that is understand-
ing. You should be very clear.

What is being very clear? Being very clear is not
being muddled and stupid. If you understand that to do a
certain thing is wrong and you still go ahead and do it, that
is piling stupidity on top of stupidity. You are doubly stu-
pid. That is because you are not equal to being host. Being
“host and master” is being able to be in control.
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but I myself control others. | won’t do anything, so | just
tell people to help me do my work, but I won’t help them
do theirs.” No, being host and master is not like that. To
be host and master is to be free of confusion and never to
do anything confused.

To be in control at all times is to have genuine
wisdom. You are without prejudice, and you don’t act on
basis of deviant knowledge and views. You don’t take
drugs or do anything improper or disruptive. If you act

improperly, then that is stupidity.

Six types of psychic powers are an ordinary mat-
ter. If you can be in control, you will naturally have the
six psychic powers. They are:

1. the psychic power of the heavenly eyes;

2. the psychic power of the heavenly ear;

3 psychic power regard to the minds of others;

4. psychic power with regard to past lives;

5. the spiritually based psychic powers;

6. the psychic power of the extinction of outflows.

If you do not have the six types of psychic power,
it is because you are not in control, because you are influ-
enced by all the external circumstances you find yourself
in. You are influenced by people and have no influence
yourself to affect the situations that confront you. When
you are able to turn situations around, then no matter what
comes you will be unmoved. Not just when you are
clearly awake like now, but even in a dream even in a
dream you are not affected by states of consciousness.
That is to be host and master. If you are not affected by
internal or external states, and if you have real wisdom
and the six psychic powers, then you have a very ordinary
talent working for you — nothing spectacular, just some-

thing very ordinary.

And even less can the winds and rains of the eight direc-
tions cause alarm. “The winds and rains of the eight di-
rections” refer to the last two lines of a famous poem by
So Dong Po (1037-1101):

| bow to the god among gods;

His hair-light illuminates the world.

Unmoved when the eight winds blow,
Upright I sit in a purple-gold lotus.
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Su Dong Po sent the poem to the Great Master
Fo-Yin (1011-1086), and the master’s reply was two

words: “Fart, fart.” As soon as Su Dong Po saw great
Master Fo-yin’s criticism, he couldn’t get it out of his
mind, and he rushed across the Yangtze- he lived on the
south side of the river and Great Master Fo-yin lived on
the north side- to find the master and scold him. He
wanted to tell the master that he had written an enlight-
ened poem, so how could the master possibly have re-
plied, “Fart, fart?”

In fact, when Great Master Fo-yin criticized him,
not only did Su Dong Po fart, he blazed forth and wanted
to scorch Fo-yin to death. So he rushed across the river
and burst into the master’s quarters without ceremony and
shouted, “How could you possibly scold someone and
slander him that way by writing “fart, fart’?”

Fo-yin replied, “Who was | slandering? You said
that you were unmoved by the winds of the eight direc-
tions, but just by letting two small farts I’ve blown you all
the way across the Yangtze. And you still say that the
winds of the eight directions don’t move
you? You don’t have to talk about eight
winds; just my two farts bounced you all
the way up here.”

Then Su Dong Po thought, “That’s
right, I said that I’m unmoved by the eight
winds, but two words have been enough to
make me burn with anger.” Realizing that
he still didn’t have what it takes to be
enlightened, he bowed to the master seeking repentance.

What are the winds of the eight directions?

Praise. For example: “Upasaka, you are really a good
person, you really understand the Buddhadharma, and
your wisdom really shines. Furthermore, your genius is
unlimited and your eloquence unobstructed.”

Ridicule. For instance: “It’s the scientific age now, and
you are studying Buddhism. Why do you study that old
superstitious rubbish?” Really ridiculous ridicule, and yet
you think, “They’re right. How can | study Buddhism
now in the scientific age? Cause and effect, no me and no
you- how can such metaphysical theories be worth any-
thing is the age of science? | am I, and people are peo-
ple.” You become confused and are moved by the blow-
ing of the wind.
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Suffering. The wind of suffering makes you suf-
fer. To be unmoved while ceaselessly performing ascetic
practices is an example of being unmoved by the wind of
suffering.

Happiness. To eat well, to wear good clothes, to
have a good place to live, and to be especially happy all
day long, thinking, “This is certainly is good,” is to be
moved by this wind.

Benefit. You think, “All I’m doing here is going
through a lot of trouble cultivating. | don’t even have
any false thoughts. Consequently, people come to me and
make an of-
fering of a
million dol-
lars to build a
= temple, if my

bey| mind feels
L very, very
happy. ”
That is to be
moved by the
2 s wind of bene-
s fit.

Destruction. Perhaps the wind of benefit blew
yesterday, but tomorrow people may come and ruin eve-
rything. They’ll tell people, “That monk is no good.
Don’t believe in him; he will do anything. Believe in me
instead.”

Gain: Gain 1s acquiring. Loss: Loss 1s dispossessed or mis-

laid. Those are the eight winds. The verse says, “And
even less can the winds and rains of the eight directions
cause alarm.” It means that the eight winds blow, but |
don’t move.

He rolls it up and secretly hides it away. When
you close this sutra, you should store it in a good place,
not a place that indicates your lack of respect. You
should respect it.

And lets it go to fill the entire world. When you
open it, the wisdom of prajna fills the sixfold union- that
is north, south, east, west, above, and below, which to-
gether represents the world.

This prajna dharma-door is very wonderful.
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A Basic Introduction to the Great Compassion Repentance
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A Talk by Upasika Stella Tan on August, 2008 at Gold Mountain Monastery.
Translated by Guo Shu, edited by Guo Jin Stross

O A L (1601 ~ 1679 AD.)
Vinaya Master Jian Yue Du Ti
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At the end of the Ming Dynasty, Vinaya (precepts) was observed leniently and failed to near ruined due to
the holy ones had passed away for a long time. Luckily the Vinaya Master Du-Ti Jian-Yue received order from
the Vinaya Master Ji-Guang San-Mei to stay in the Mountain of the Treasure Flower to take charge. Vinaya Mas-
ter Jian-Yue was bold but cautious, able to bear hardship. He vowed to carry on the deeds of past sages and con-
tinue with the teachings that almost lost and revive the characteristic features of the Vinaya Sect. He deeply stud-
ied the vinaya and explained to his monastic residents. In order to thoroughly reform the corrupted monastic sys-
tem, he went to every way place to set up the precept platform to transmit precepts. Vinaya Master Du-Ti Jian-
Yue had written more than ten books on precepts. Regretfully, most of them were lost due to the continuous disas-
ters of war in China. Vinaya Master Du-Ti also wrote The Repentance Dharma of the Medicine Master, but is no
longer existed. Vinaya Master Jian-Yue shut himself up to cultivate the Prajna Samadhi twice when he was around
fifty years old. He enlightened that the Dharma body of the Buddha pervades all the over the world, bringing forth
the appearance of a vast and long tongue and emitting great light. There was the Buddha’s image appeared in the
midst of fire when Master Jian-Yue was undergone cremation.
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We can absolutely trust the simplified version, the Practice of the Great Compassion Heart Mantra of a
Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes from the understanding of cultivation practice and the upholding of pre-
cepts by the Vinaya Master Jian-Yue.. | think we can definitely follow his version even though he had shrunk the
repentance ritual from twenty one days to two hours, in addition to his deletion of the details of contemplation of
the Tiantai School.
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Chan Master Ju-Che Ji-Xian (beginning of Qing, end of Ming Dynasty)
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In the Practice of the Great Compassion Heart Mantra of a Thousand Hands and a Thousand Eyes, it has
mentioned a Sramana Ji-Xian at Jia-He. He was helping with graphics and proofreading I can only find out that
he was the Great Master Ju-Che during Kang Xi period in the Qing Dynasty. His posthumous title is Ji-Xian. He
called himself Jing-Ye (pure karma) Bhikshu. This Great Master had illustrated the Praises of theTen Cows of
Universal Light. He had also written the Compilation of the Main Commentary Collection on the Yoga Ritual of
the Flame Mouth. Whether or not the eighty-four images printed with the Great Compassion Mantra was his work
on adding illustrations requires further investigation. “Jiao-zi” probably was a term for proofreading.
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All Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, VVenerable Master, Dharma Masters and fellow cultivators:
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The Dharma Masters here have let me come and give a talk, but personally, I am still quite inexperienced and ig-
norant in my cultivation, so I don’t know what I should share with you. However, since Respecting Elders’ Day

is approaching, I am naturally thinking of my own parents. So I think my topic today will be about “recalling my
parents’ kindness of education.”
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My mom has passed away for more than two years now. Two year ago, the Dharma Masters of Gold Mountain
Monastery and fellow cultivators of the Pure Karma Society (PKS) held seven Dharma assemblies for my

mom. The PKS did not hesitate, despite their busy schedules, to assist in reciting the Buddha’s name for her. Our
whole family is deeply grateful. There were some auspicious signs around the time of her passing. Many of our
fellow cultivators already knew about them, but let me share some of those experiences with you once more.
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Auspicious signs before passing away:
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My mom believed in Buddhism. She had been meditating, bowing to the Buddhas, and reciting mantras every day
for the last several decades. Following the teachings of the Venerable Master, she had been carrying recitation
beads and reciting the Buddha’s name constantly before she fell ill and had to stay in the hospital. We placed an
electronic recitation player next to her to help her with her recitations. “It’s time to go back,” she told my older sister
one day. “I will return the way | came.” We thought she wanted to go back to Shanghai. Not until after she passed
away did we realize that she knew the time had come for her to be reborn in the Pure land.

AR IS HEE MR NEER W | S S A IS S EE |

My mom said to the nurse one time, “Ah! How come there are so many Buddhas and Bodbhisattvas in the room!”
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One day in the hospital, she suddenly sald, “Ah! Why are there so many people reciting the Buddha’s name? Please
help me dress up quickly because | need to go to the temple and bow to the Buddhas!”
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Now, thinking back, she had let go of everything before she passed away, and the only thing on her mind was the
Buddha’s name.

e X [EIFEFE 1958 7 » IRESEE TR 7 CRER - EREEAR G A - Skl - IRFEEE T 2096
FRERIEDE » (&2 - (R iERGM R AR ZIE T 25 4F -
I remember back in 1958 when my dad was in a coma for seven days and seven nights, he told us after he was re-

vived that he saw many Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and golden lights while he was unconscious. Later on, with the
blessings of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas he lived for another 25 years.
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Now let’s recall some of the auspicious signs after my mom passed away:

By e E M Tat - FRMESIEN - BEME AZAREMREA - R - MNF—EAES) - 5t
et WHNEE T BENEIDEAERELL - EEIL > ANE/NEE - 48 REEE -

When she was pronounced dead by the doctor, we hurried to the hospital. Her face was very natural and kind, but
her abdomen was still moving, which means that even though her breath had ceased, her internal organs were

still functioning. It only stopped moving until after five or six hours. (34§ To be continued)
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August 2010 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

SUNSH MON- [TUS-:= WED = THUw FRI Z SAT=*
== L[+ 2 = - 4 |-rn 5t 6|+t 7
8:30AM—4 :30PM  |1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 ~11:00am
SiEREke A peT PeTETa P reT FOBRY ¢
Surangama Sutra Great Great Compassion  |[Great Great Great Shurangama Mantra
recitation Compassion Repentance Compassion  |Compassion  |[Compassion Re“tailon
Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 1:10 pm F5FT (Lecture)
S 8 [=+n 9 o 10 for— 11 o= 12 fom 13 i 14
|9:00am - 2:00pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 -11:00am
Mk 8 BN N N N N AP
Earth Store Sutra Great Great Compassion  [Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha
Recitation Compassion Repentance Compassion  |Compassion  |Compassion ReCIt'a;uon
P Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 1:10 pm BT (Lecture)
2:00 pm ?%ﬂ&‘ Lecture
17 15 jort 16 o 17 fon 18 ot 19 | 20 p= 21
|8:30am - 2:00pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 ~11:00am
§‘ 3@ 'fﬁk Ak A A A R Pk 6
v Great Great Compassion  |Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha
Medicine Master Compassion Repentance Compassion  |[Compassion  [Compassion ReC|'€aE|on
Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance Repentance 1:10 pm FL5T (Lecture)
2:00 pm ?%';}I Lecture
= 22 by 23 W 24 1 25 Wt 26 [0 27 Hn 28
9:00am - 3:30pm 1:00 PM 9:00am - 3:30pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am - 2:00pm
BAEZHEZE ek |EAZRLZEE Melg |[Mekg |(Mekg [(Aeig
Celebration of Earth Store Celebration of Earth Store Earth Store Earth Store Earth Store Sutra
Ullambana Sutra Ullambana Sutra Sutra Sutra Recitation
Wi & % Recitation Mk & % Recitation Recitation Recitation 2:00 pm TB5E (Lecture)
Earth Store Sutra Earth Store Sutra
Recitation Recitation
— 29 -+ 30 | 31
8:30am - 4:00pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 8/2278/28/2010
D - - TR R
Great Great Compassion : ¥ B\ &8
The Water of c ) R
Compassionate Rompass‘on epentance Earth Store Sutra Recitation
epentance

Samadhi Repentance

<
>

8/29/2010

&k 2

oK & A

The Water of Compassionate Samadhi Repentance
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September 2010 SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

SUNGH MON- |TUS = WEDZ=Z | THUw |FRI1 2 SAT=*
i = 1w 2 s 3 [t 4
o510 % 4% MR L00PM  |zooPM  |1:00PM 9:00 ~10:00am
MR EETREE N I R POBIHL:
] Great Great Great Shurangama Mantra Recitation
Celebration of Earth Store C . C . C ‘ 10:00am - 3:30pm
Bodhisattva’s Birthday ompassion ompassion ompassion Lextam - >:tpm
P et Repentance  [Repentance  |[Repentance ALK £ 78 T 4 24
i FI=] ﬁ%&"& FAEE Celebration of Earth Store
Please contact us if you would like Bodhisattva’s Birthday
-t 50 6 |t 7 for— 8 | 9 = 10 Jwm 11
& ]gj + F Iy ﬂzruﬁ,gj 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am AFWEG
EResnamEx [V [i%ﬂ', ﬁ‘ ,g- fé AR AR AR Amitabha Buddha Recitation
W R A Great Tz Great Great Great 10:00 am 5% (Lecture)
. Z2 . . . o
No Assembly today Compassion Colebration of Earth Compassion |Compassion |Compassion 1210 pm E
Going to CTTB for Repentance oo B o ls Repentance  [Repentance  [Repentance Great CompassionRepentance
Celebration of Birthday (Actual day) 2:45 pm [P
Earth Store Budhi- Discussion on Amitabha Sutra
sattva’s Birthday
i 12 s 13 |t 4 15 . 16 fpr 17 [1— 18
9:00am - 2:00pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00 -11:00am
Wi g NG A s s s s Ay
Great Great Compassion  [Great Great Great Amitabha Buddha
Earth Store Sutra ) ) ) ) Recitation
Recitation Compassion |Repentance Compassion |Compassion |[Compassion .
o Repentance Repentance  |Repentance  |[Repentance 1:10 pm Z5T (Lecture)
2:00 pm FHFTE
(Lecture)
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9:00am - 2:00pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 9:00am HEWEE
:m *l_:‘ I& Qﬁ R A A 2 A Amitabha Buddha Recitation
Earth Store Sutra Great Great Compassion  |Great Great Great 10:00 am 5T (Lecture)
Recitation Compassion |Repentance Compassion |Compassion |[Compassion 1:10 pm I
- Repentance Repentance  [Repentance  [Repentance Great CompassionRepentance
2:00 pm ?:’:%[JIE}
(Lecture)
L 26|+ 27 -1 281-+— 29 [-+= 30
8:30am - 3:30pm 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM 1:00 PM
Pyl I ST s [
Medicine Master Great A Great Compassion  |Great A Great .
Repentance Compassion |Repentance Compassion |Compassion
Repentance Repentance  |Repentance
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